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OUR MISSION 
Christ is committed to us, so through him  

we commit to connect families to him  

through excellence in education 

…for learning, for life, forever.  



  

Grace Overflows  

 F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3  

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many!  Romans 5:15b 

 

Call Me Father 
 

A couple of months after I was ordained to the office of the ministry, I attended a pastoral conference in my 

home district. At this event, many pastors who were well-known to me greeted me as a brother and colleague. 

But they were much older than me. They were experienced, venerated pastors. I only knew them as pastors 

and highly respected authorities. I felt I had no right to be familiar with them. I remember quite vividly dear 

Pastor Wagner decisively and insistently saying, "Please call me Carl! We are now brother pastors." I replied, 

"Yes, Pastor Wagner." It seemed hard to call these respected men by their first name, and I would never have 

dared to do so, if they had not insistently invited me to do so. 

  

God also invites us to address Him on a familiar basis. He tells us that we should address Him as "Our Father." 

How our weak flesh doubts that we have the joyous right to address the God of heaven and earth in these 

familiar terms. Yet, He insistently says, "Call on me as your dear Father, who bends down to earth to hear and 

bring you rescue at the right time." 

  

We pray not because we are worthy, but because we are not. We pray because He invites poor sinners like us 

to address Him. He says on the lips of His only Son, "Please call me Father." We are worthy of none of the 

things for which we pray, but He hears our petitions completely by grace. So our weak flesh needs to be 

crucified every time it whines that we are not worthy to present our small and paltry needs before the throne 

of the Almighty using the halting and stuttering language of a stinking sinner. This false humility must be done 

to death by repentance and contrition every day and we need to assail the heavenly Father with the words, 

"Our Father…;" the very words He has given us to address Him. 

 

Rev. Dr. Scott Murray, Memorial Lutheran Church, Memorial Moment  

 

OUR MISSION 
Christ is committed to us, so through him we commit to connect  

families to him through excellence in education…for learning, for life, forever.  



Quick Notes 
Sunshine Committee will meet on Tuesday, February 7 at 5:30pm in the fellowship hall. The "Lets Go" bible 

Study is at 6pm in the fellowship hall. You are welcome to join us.  
 

LWMS  

 We meet the third Tuesday of the month in the fellowship hall. Starting January 17, we will begin the 

meeting at 6:30pm. Pastor Meyer and the ladies from St. Paul’s in Marshall will also be joining us. If you 

are interested in promoting the mission work of WELS, check us out.  
 

Dorcas Society will be meeting on February 21, at 12:30pm for their luncheon at the Route 19 Café on 

Portland Rd. The meeting will follow at 2pm. 
 

Monthly Newsletter Articles Due 

 All articles for the March Monthly Newsletter are due in the office by February 10!  

 Email your article to: office@stjohnwaterloo.com. 
 

February Birthdays and Anniversaries list can be picked up in the tract rack, located in the church narthex. 
 

Midweek Lenten Meals will be offered this Lenten season, beginning February 22, and throughout 

Wednesdays in Lent between services, from 5pm-6:30pm. These meals point us to the Bread of Life who 

gave his body and blood in place of ours, for the forgiveness of sins, for life as it was meant to be that 

never ends in the glorious banquet of Paradise. There is a sign up sheet in the fellowship hall by the 

coffee pot for groups to volunteer for a particular Wednesday.   

Call Meeting 
 There will be a call meeting on February 5 at 11:30am (after the 10:30am service) to 

call a new ECM (Early Childhood Ministry) Director. Please plan to attend this meeting! 

Lent Worship 
We will not have Monday evening services during Lent. A meal will be served between services 

from 5:00pm-6:30pm. 

 

Lenten Worship services at 4pm and 7pm: 

February 22—Ash Wednesday  

March 1 

March 8 

March 15 

March 22 

March 29 

April 6—Maundy Thursday at 4pm and 7pm 

April 7—Good Friday at 4pm and 7pm 
 

Oh, come, my soul, your Savior see Nailed to your cross on Calvary. Your pains he bears; Your 

thorns he wears That yours a crown of life might be. (CW93 99:1)  



   

 

Helping Hands 
Many people have been reaching out and asking how they can help the school, either help for 

teachers or monetarily in the classrooms. Teachers, do you have any ideas? 

 

The biggest road block seems to be time. People are looking for small ways to help, not necessarily big 

projects. 

 

Ideas: helping sort uniforms, hot lunch servers, promo videos, sorting choir music, cutting out things, 

musical decorations, etc. 

Bible Study Opportunity 

  

God’s people want to tell others about the peace, joy, and forgiveness they have in Jesus. But many 

Christians are unsure how to do this. Join us as we learn some simple, practical ways to reach out to the lost 

souls God has brought into our lives. 
 

If you want to learn more about ways you can share the Gospel with those around you, this Bible study is for 

you! The next Bible study will be held in the St. John fellowship hall on Tuesday, February 7 from 6-7pm. All 

are welcome to attend. Have little ones but still want to participate. Mrs. Amanda Busch will provide 

childcare during that time! 

Thank You! 

 

One way to connect our families to Christ through excellence in education is to provide teachers and pastors. 

Martin Luther College has four students from our congregation attending. These students received funding from 

the church for their education at MLC and would like to thank you for this generous gift.  

 

Dear St. John, 
 

I’m so incredibly grateful that the good Lord has blessed me with a congregation that is willing to support me 

financially through my schooling, so that I am better prepared to serve him who serves me in a way that is 

insurmountably more than I deserve. Praise be to him. ~Hannah Esmay 
 

Thank you all so very much for the help that you are able to provide. ~Drew Esmay 
 

Thank you for all the support. All glory be to God. ~Austin Haley 

School Choice Information 

 

St. John is a part of the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP). With an increase in tuition for the upcoming 

school year, families who have a student in grades 4K-8, and are income eligible, may receive a voucher from 

Wisconsin to pay for all tuition-related expenses at our school. The WPCP provides an opportunity for families to 

continue their child's Christ-centered education at St. John. All families that think they may be eligible are 

encouraged to apply. The application period for WPCP begins February 1.  The application can be found 

at https://sms.dpi.wi.gov/ChoiceParent/. For more information about the WPCP, Lakeside Lutheran High School 

has a great reference page for Choice. You can find that information at LLHS.org/Choice. If you have any 

questions about the Choice program you can speak with Principal Busch or Whitney in the front office.  



   

December 13, 2022 Church Council Highlights  
 

Pastor’s Report:  

   Membership Changes In: 

    - Makayla Ewing, confirmed on December 4, 2022  

   Membership Changes Out:  None. 
     

Member Care Board: There is a new Bible study “Love, Listen, Learn” for all members (not just council 

members) one night per month. 
 

Board of Christian Education: Daniel Busch reported he’s gone through the school safety program. 

School curriculum is one of the next things. 
 

Properties Board: Jeff reported they are putting up LED lights in classrooms. They are also keeping an 

eye on the retaining wall along the ditch. It may need to be replaced. 
 

Ministry Support Board: July 3rd is a Monday night and the 4th is a Tuesday, so there will be no 

Monday, July 3rd service. 

 

The rental policy was revised and approved. 

There will be a congregational voters meeting on January 15. 
 

Next meeting is on Tuesday, January 10, at 6:30pm.  

November 2022 Financial Report  

  

 The numbers for the financial report were unavailable at the time of print. 

 
 

   

“God so loved the world so that he gave...thanks be to God for this indescribable gift!”                           

          John 3:16, 2 Cor. 9:15 

Twice is Nice 

Shop  

Start your New Year with a couple good reads! All books are Buy One-Get One from 

Monday, January 2 through Monday, January 9, 2023. We’re open and easy-to-

find and open Mondays-Saturdays from 10am-4pm: just a minute east on the Hwy 

18 exit off the 26 bypass at 907 W. Racine St., next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly. 

(Note that the store will be closed both Christmas and New Year's Eve.) Valentine's 

Day items also hit the floor Monday, January 2, 2023. 
 

Be an ambassador for Twice is Nice through likes, comments and shares while you keep track of sales and 

interesting inventory on our Facebook page  @TiNresale 
 

Donate  

Please don't forget Twice is Nice over these winter months for donations. Our sales are such that we need a 

constant re-supply of your clean and working items and clothing. Drop off any day we're open at the back door 

from 10am-3:30pm. (These are also great months for volunteering at the back door or elsewhere!)  



   
 

  2022-2023 Church Council & Board Members 
   
 Congregational Officers President - Eric Haley 920-988-8389 

 (Executive Board)  Vice President - Ron Draeger 920-478-3868 

                                                           Treasurer - Steve Leistico 920-988-3557 

  Secretary - Don Gay 920-253-8775  
 

 Member Care Board: Chairman - Bob Topel 920-988-3230  
 

 Properties Board:  Chairman - Jeff Sellnow 920-988-8845  
 

 Ministries Support Board: Chairman - Jonathan Schoemann 920-478-2722   
  

 Board of Education:  Chairman - Tony Bosnak 920-630-0022 
     

 Lakeside General Board: Members - Ryan Skalitzky 608-513-6515 

     Todd Schleef 920-285-4221 

     Larry Holzhueter 920-285-3963 

St. John Lutheran Church and School 
 
 

413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594 

Phone: 920-478-2707  

     Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com Email: office@stjohnwaterloo.com 
 

Pastors 

 Pastor Chris Esmay     Pastor Jim Adomeit  

 office: 920-478-2707 ext. 301     office:  920-478-2707 ext. 302   

 cell: 785-409-0634      home:  920-478-2436  

        cell: 920-463-0339 

Faculty 

Daniel Busch - Principal & 7-8          Tara Winecke - Grades 1-2  

 Sophia Dorn - Grades 5-6    Erin Krebs - Kindergarten 

Allan Boeder - Grades 3-4    Kerri Esmay - Director & 3K/4K 

        Emily Brusenbach - 3K/4K 

Staff 
 

Whitney Baumann – Administrative Assistant  John Skalitzky – Custodian  

Karla Haley – Office Assistant  Shari Kiesow – Head Chef   

http://www.stjohnwaterloo.com

