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OUR MISSION 
Christ is committed to us, so through him  

we commit to connect families to him  

through excellence in education 

…for learning, for life, forever.  



  

Grace Overflows  

 D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many!  Romans 5:15b 

 

Law and Gospel 
 

Martin Luther, in his lectures on Galatians: "It is a matter of no small moment to believe correctly about what 

the law is and what its use and function are. Thus, it is evident that we do not reject the law and works, as our 

opponents falsely accuse us. But we do everything to establish the law, and we require works. We say that the 

law is good and useful, but in its proper use, namely, first, as we have said earlier, to restrain civic 

transgressions; and secondly, to reveal spiritual transgressions. Therefore, the law is a light that illumines and 

shows, not the grace of God or righteousness and life but the wrath of God, sin, death, our damnation in the 

sight of God, and hell. For just as on Mt. Sinai the lightning, the thunder, the dark cloud, the smoking and 

burning mountain, and the whole horrendous sight did not make the children of Israel happy or alive but  

terrified them, made them almost helpless, and disclosed a presence of God speaking from the cloud that 

they could not bear for all their sanctity and purity, so when the law is being used correctly, it does nothing but 

reveal sin, work wrath, accuse, terrify, and reduce the minds of men to the point of despair. And that is as far 

as the law goes. 

  

On the other hand, the gospel is a light that illumines hearts and makes them alive. It discloses what grace 

and the mercy of God are; what the forgiveness of sins, blessing, righteousness, life, and eternal salvation are; 

and how we are to attain to these. When we distinguish the law from the gospel this way, we attribute to each 

its proper use and function…for unless the gospel is clearly distinguished from the law, Christian doctrine 

cannot be kept sound. But when this distinction is recognized, the true meaning of justification is recognized.” 

 

The world’s most important question: How is a sinner who is all wrong justified, that is, declared right with the 

holy God (not to be right is eternal death)? 

 

From the Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Art 3.6.9: “This article concerning justification by faith (as the 

Apology says) is the chief article in the entire Christian doctrine, without which no poor conscience can have 

any firm consolation, or can truly know the riches of the grace of Christ…Concerning the righteousness of faith 

before God we believe, teach, and confess unanimously, in accordance with the comprehensive summary of 

our faith and confession presented above, that poor sinful man is justified before God, that is, absolved and 

declared free and exempt from all his sins, and from the sentence of well-deserved condemnation, and 

adopted into sonship and heirship of eternal life, without any merit or worth of our own, also without any 

preceding, present, or any subsequent works, out of pure grace, because of the sole merit, complete 

obedience, bitter suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord Christ alone, whose obedience is reckoned to 

us for righteousness.” 



Quick Notes 
Sunshine Committee will meet Tuesday, December 6 at 5:30pm in the fellowship hall. We plan on writing 

Christmas cards to shut-ins and other members of the congregation. Please join us.  

 

LWMS  

 LWMS will meet December 13 in the fellowship hall. The meeting will begin at 6:30pm.   

 

Dorcas Society will have their Christmas Party on December 4, starting at 1pm. 
 

Monthly Newsletter Articles Due 

 All articles for the January Monthly Newsletter are due in the office by December 16!  

 Email your article to: office@stjohnwaterloo.com. 
 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries list can be picked up in the tract rack, located in the church narthex. 

 

Blood Drive will be on December 2 at 12pm. There is a sign-up at church for volunteers. 

Christmas Worship  
 December 18—Children’s Christmas Service in 8am and 10:30am services (no communion) 

 December 24—Christmas Eve Worship—4pm and 7pm 

 December 25—Christmas Day Worship—9am (with communion) 

 December 31—NO New Year’s Eve Worship 

 January 1—Sunday Worship—8am and 10:30am 

Christmas For Kids 
  

St. John will be holding a Christmas for Kids event on Saturday, December 3 from 9am to 12pm 

(noon). This event is for all children age 3 - Grade 6. This years' theme is "Jesus the Savior is Born.” 

We are excited to have the opportunity to share the birth of our Savior with your child! You can 

register your child for this event by visiting our church website, Facebook page, or following  

https://tinyurl.com/yapkzy4u by November 30. Invitations will be made available for you to pass out 

to family and friends as they are welcome to join us too! Please speak with Principal Busch if you 

have any questions regarding this event.  

 

We are still in need of volunteers to help to make this event a success! If you are able and willing to 

help out in any way, please contact Principal Busch at principal@stjohnwaterloo.com. 



October 2022 Financial Report  

 Church Operating Income $34,955.65 

 Church Operating Expenses $36,039.64 

                                   Deficit     ( $  1,083.99) 
 

 School Operating Income $23,998.82 

 School Operating Expenses $56,042.91 

                                    Deficit        ($32,044.09) 

   

“God so loved the world so that he gave...thanks be to God for this indescribable gift!”                           

          John 3:16, 2 Cor. 9:15 

Have An OWLS “Merry Christmas” 
Our December's OWLS meeting is going to give everyone the opportunity to get better acquainted. 

Pat Porter will lead the program, and it will be fun! Enjoy activities and games where everyone 

wins and has a good time getting to know each other. Add your voice to a seasonal sing-

along. Nothing, though, about Rudolph or elves or grandmother being run over by a reindeer. Just 

the good old traditional Christmas carols. We are meeting a week earlier this month because of 

the holidays, so come on December 13 (SECOND, not third Tuesday) to St. Luke's in Watertown to 

the fellowship area downstairs (elevator available). St Luke's Pastor Tony 

Schultz knows how to make things interesting and their ladies know good food. 

If you have never attended before, this is a chance to learn about the OWLS 

(Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors - includes ELS). Seniors 55 years and 

older are encouraged to join and guests are especially welcome. For more 

information contact dplocher@msn.com or phone 920-478-7337. Come and 

have an OWLS "Merry Christmas!"  

Help Cut Cost! 
Did you know that printing the monthly newsletter each month takes 42 reams of paper 

(21,000 sheets of paper) and costs about $5,000 per year with mailing and printing? 

Because of this, we are strongly urging you to pick up your newsletter in person at church 

or get a digital copy via email. There is an 

“opt out of paper mailing” sign-up in the 

narthex. We will also be printing the monthly 

calendar for you to pick up at church. This 

should take effect in January 2023. Thank 

you for helping us use your gifts efficiently! 



   

 

October 13, 2022 Church Council Highlights  
Treasurer’s Report:  Some of the questions from the church audit were discussed and answered.  

 

Pastor’s Report:  

   Membership Changes In: 

    - Mike and Nina Koester by transfer from Holy Cross, Madison. 

    - Sean Empey and child Olivia by affirmation of faith and baptism. 

   Membership Changes Out:   

    - Mark and Jan Janke; Matthew Janke transfer to St. Paul’s Lake Mills. 

  

 Pastor Esmay reported a new study to be started in December, per Bob Topel’s committee 

(Evangelism). 
   

Ministry Support Board: Ben Griffin reported on some dates the children are singing. Discussion on 

free-will offering for food pantry.  
 

Properties Board: Jeff Sellnow reported on the new platform lift. Cost is higher than the original cost. It 

would also have to be certified every year. We got a new vacuum that can be carried. 
 

 

Next meeting is on Tuesday, November 8, at 6:30pm.  

Cookbooks Available 
LWMS still has copies of the 2017 cookbook that our 

church put together. If you are looking for a 

Christmas gift for a someone who likes to cook this is 

a great present. Contact any member of LWMS or 

call Ann Weber (920-478-9500).  



 

Christmas for Kids  

Registration Form 
Please fill out this form and bring it with you when you drop your child off at the event. 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Name: ____________________________________ 
     First    Last 

 

Best Contact Number:  ____________________________________ 

 

 

Child One Registartion  

 

Child’s Name:   ____________________________________ 
     First    Last 

 

Child’s Age: (Place an “X” by one)
  

3-Years Old (must be potty trained) _____ 

    4-Years Old    _____ 

    Kindergarten    _____ 

    Grade 1    _____ 

    Grade 2    _____ 

    Grade 3    _____ 

    Grade 4    _____ 

    Grade 5    _____ 

    Grade 6    _____ 

 

Does your child have any allergies? If so, please list them below: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

  2022-2023 Church Council & Board Members 
   
 Congregational Officers President - Eric Haley 920-988-8389 

 (Executive Board)  Vice President - Ron Draeger 920-478-3868 

                                                           Treasurer - Steve Leistico 920-988-3557 

  Secretary - Don Gay 920-253-8775  
 

 Member Care Board: Chairman - Bob Topel 920-988-3230  
 

 Properties Board:  Chairman - Jeff Sellnow 920-988-8845  
 

 Ministries Support Board: Chairman - Jonathan Schoemann 920-478-2722   
  

 Board of Education:  Chairman - Tony Bosnak 920-630-0022 
     

 Lakeside General Board: Members - Ryan Skalitzky 608-513-6515 

     Todd Schleef 920-285-4221 

     Larry Holzhueter 920-285-3963 

St. John Lutheran Church and School 
 
 

413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594 

Phone: 920-478-2707  

     Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com Email: office@stjohnwaterloo.com 
 

Pastors 

 Pastor Chris Esmay     Pastor Jim Adomeit  

 office: 920-478-2707 ext. 301     office:  920-478-2707 ext. 302   

 cell: 785-409-0634      home:  920-478-2436  

        cell: 920-463-0339 
 

Faculty 

Daniel Busch - Principal & 7-8          Tara Winecke - Grades 1-2  

 Sophia Dorn - Grades 5-6    Erin Krebs - Kindergarten 

Allan Boeder - Grades 3-4    Kerri Esmay - Director & 3K/4K 

        Emily Brusenbach - 3K/4K 

Staff 
 

Whitney Baumann – Administrative Assistant  John Skalitzky – Custodian  

Karla Haley – Office Assistant  Shari Kiesow – Head Chef   

Twice is Nice 
Shop: 50% off on all Christmas items begins Friday, December 16 through Friday, December 30, 2022. We’re 

easy-to-find and open Mondays-Saturdays from 10 AM-4 PM: just a minute east on Hwy 18 off the 26 bypass, at 

907 W. Racine St. (next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly). (Note that the store will be closed Dec. 24 and Dec. 31 in 

addition to all our regularly closed Sundays.) 
 

Volunteer: Will you join our vital crew? Are you computer savvy enough to help with marketing items for us online 

or checking inventory to see if it is on a recall list? These are jobs that could be done from home. Call 920-674-

6868, ask for the day manager. What a great way to start 2023 with volunteering time for a vital ministry! 

http://www.stjohnwaterloo.com

