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OUR MISSION
Christ is committed to us, so through him
we commit to connect families to him
through excellence in education
…for learning, for life, forever.

NOVEMBER 2022

Grace Overflows

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! Romans 5:15b

“Open the Book.”
The scream Jesus wants us to hear from the rich man in hell in Luke 16: “Open the book!” The rich
man wanted to send Lazarus back to save his brothers instead. “(It’s just a book.) If they see Lazarus come
back from the dead then they will believe.” Abraham replied, “They have a living voice. Let them listen to
Moses and the Prophets.”
“Open the book.”
The temptation is in the Church today.
“It’s just a book.” “I was already confirmed.” “Weekly worship?!” “Read it daily?!” There is harvest,
hunting, a game, a get together. Gifts, too, but not to neglect the Giver.
“Open the book.”
Jesus tries to teach us in James 4:14 life here is a mist. A breath. Then it’s gone. Default is to make
the breath everything. And the less important things become more important. Jesus says – and he would not
lie to you - “one thing is needed.” That means if anything gets done today, this is the done: “Open the book.”
Without the Word of God we go to hell. Without it, there is no other version of your life. This bad one bursts
into really, really bad.
“Open the book.”
The following devotion, fitting for this Reformation time of the year, encourages us to that end:
Staying in the Catechism
Let's not get too big for ourselves. We often think we are above the simple Christian truths of the Catechism,
as though it's just "kid stuff." Some years ago, I invited an elderly church member to take the adult Catechism
class I was about to teach. Indignantly, she wondered why she ought to take a refresher class in the
Catechism. Pastor Schmidt (of blessed memory) had taught her the Catechism 60 years before and that was
good enough for her! She was quite sure no refresher was necessary: “You’re not saying I need to review the
catechism that Pastor Schmidt taught me 60 years ago, are you?” “Um yes. I am. If you have to ask the
question, you need to have the review.” As far as she was concerned, once was more than enough.
Martin Luther responds to this attitude by pointing out both that many spiritual enemies surround us and that
God never tires of teaching us the Ten Commandments, the Faith, and Prayer. Why should we tire of learning
it? The Catechism is the divine doctrine and defeats the devil. Let's not neglect the Catechism, lest we too
become "proud, arrogant saints," whom our enemy will be only too glad to oblige.
Memorial Moment, 8.15.2022

Quick Notes
Sunshine Committee will meet Tuesday, November 1, at 5:30pm in the fellowship hall. We will write notes of
encouragement to members of St. John. The Sunshine Committee is open to all members of the
congregation. Please join us Tuesday.
LWMS
LWMS will meet on Tuesday, November 15. The meeting will begin at 7pm in the fellowship hall. The
LWMS will host coffee hour November 6 in the fellowship hall following early service.
Dorcas Society will meet on November 30, at 12:30pm for their luncheon. The meeting will follow in the
fellowship hall at 2pm.

Monthly Newsletter Articles Due
 All articles for the December Monthly Newsletter are due in the office by November 11!
 Email your article to: office@stjohnwaterloo.com.
November Birthdays and Anniversaries list can be picked up in the tract rack, located in the church narthex.

Thanksgiving Worship
Thanksgiving Eve—Wednesday, November 23 at 7pm
Thanksgiving Day—Thursday, November 24 at 9am

Hearing Assistance Available
Our church has four hearing assistance radios available for use during worship.
These radios are connected directly into our sound system and have personal
volume controls. The radios and over-ear headphones are on a stand to the right
when you walk in through the church doors.
We also have four hearing assistance radios available for use in the fellowship
hall during bible classes, voter meetings and other events. The radios and overear headphones are separate from the church radios and available by request.

Usher Information
We need your help! Please sign up at church to usher. The usher sign-up sheet and
usher duty information can be found on the table in front of the old entryway. Please
consider volunteering to usher. We need 4 volunteers
per service on Sundays and 1 for Mondays. If you have
preferred months and services you would like to
usher, please email the Church/School Office at:
office@stjohnwaterloo.com or contact the usher
coordinator, Theresa Steindorf 608-219-1512.

Do You Want to Better Understand the Bible?
The Rock River Area OWLS will present "Using the New EHV Study Bible" by Professor John Brug
on November 15, 2022 (1:30pm) meeting at Bethany Lutheran Church in Hustisford. Professor
Brug is General Editor of the new Evangelical Heritage Version. He will
explain the many additional helps (history, archaeology, maps,
pictures, doctrinal notes, etc.) for Bible readers in the new EHV Study
Bible. Bethany is served by Pastor Jonathan Loescher, a 2011
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary graduate, with wife Jessica and family of
four children. OWLS meetings are handicap accessible and last about
two hours with refreshments and time to socialize. Seniors who are
retired and/or 55 + years are encouraged to join OWLS (Organization
of WELS Lutheran Seniors). DVDs of the new OWLS video are available
for showing in congregations by emailing dplocher@msn.com or calling
920-478-7337. Everyone is invited and guests are always welcome!

September 2022 Financial Report
Church Operating Income
Church Operating Expenses
Deficit

$18,903.81
$35,779.12
( $16,875.31)

School Operating Income
School Operating Expenses
Deficit

$21,268.68
$49,929.46
($28,660.78)

“God so loved the world so that he gave...thanks be to God for this indescribable gift!”
John 3:16, 2 Cor. 9:15

Lakeside Lutheran Opportunities
LLHS Music Department bowling/chili luncheon fun-raiser Nov. 12
Come bowling with MPO—all are welcome, including grade school music fans! The
afternoon features bowling, a chili lunch with all the fixings, raffles, silent auction and
bake sale. Please RSVP at llhs.org/apps/pages/MPO to register today. Bowling spots
are limited. Saturday, November 12 at Watertown Bowl North. Doors open at noon,
bowling begins 12:45pm. Option 1: 3 games of bowling, chili and fixings for $15/
person. Option 2: No bowling but chili lunch+ all the other fun for $5/person
LLHS Weekend Theatre Camp Nov. 18-20
Join us for Lakeside’s first song & dance theatre camp! Together, high school and
grade school students will bring “Newsies” songs to life. Kids will learn musical theatrestyle singing, stage presence, and performance quality choreography. Bring athletic or
dance shoes and dress in athletic clothes, preferably black. Enroll by Nov. 1 to receive
a t-shirt. Space is limited. Friday, Nov 18: 3:30–5 pm High School Students only; 5:30–
8 pm ALL, Saturday, Nov 19: 8 am–noon ALL, Sunday, Nov 20: 1–5 pm
ALL. 5-8th: $40 | High School student: $25 (less since they mentor
while they learn). Camp performance at 5pm Sunday night showcasing
2 dances in the newly remodeled west gym. For more info, visit llhs.org/
apps/pages/drama
LLHS Fall Concert to feature elementary musicians Nov. 13
Join us in the LLHS East Gym on Sunday, November 13 at 2pm for an upbeat hour of
Band and Swing Choir performances, made even better with the addition of grades 5-8
Cadet Band! These grade school band members have been practicing at LLHS for 5
Saturdays, and the result will be a blast of popular and toe-tapping selections.
Junior Warriors Baseball
This is a pilot program for 11 & 12 year-old boys & we will have just one team. Must be
younger than 13 on May 1, 2023 to be eligible (this weekend tournament team is in
addition to Mustangs weeknight league play). Junior Warrior Baseball
offers students the opportunity to participate on a travel club team with
other players from within the LLHS Federation who have a similar interest
and ability. *Bring gear to tryouts; we will not be supplying gear. Please
come dressed for a full indoor baseball tryout* Tryouts are FREE; practices would begin early next year. Fees for the program and uniforms will
come at a later date. See more details on llhs.org/apps/pages/summerK8. Questions
or concerns, contact Katie Bowling (committee member 262-880-4708). Tryouts:
Sunday November 13, 2-4 pm. Location: The Yard (N4885 Co. Rd. D Helenville 53137)
Warrior Youth Wrestling Program starts Dec. 5
Want to challenge yourself, work on a team, and stay active during winter? Lakeside
Lutheran is excited to offer a new youth wrestling program for boys in grades 4-8! At
least two former LLHS wrestlers will help run the program & practices. Date: Mondays
and Thursdays, December 5-February 16 (with a week off at
Christmas) 5:30-7pm at Lakeside. Cost: $50 for 20 sessions -- sign up
by Nov. 30 to secure a cool wrestling T-shirt! See more info
and online registration at llhs.org/apps/pages/wrestling and contact
LL wrestling coach Clayton Grow with questions at cgrow@llhs.org

Twice Is Nice
Holiday Extended Hours Continue
Twice is Nice has extended shopping hours until 5pm on Fridays and Saturdays through November
19. (Usual hours 10am-4pm Monday-Thursday. Donations received until 3:30pm each day we're
open.) See you soon! Easy-to-find, just a minute east on the Hwy 18 exit off the 26 bypass at 907 W.
Racine St., next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly.
Volunteer
We are grateful for ALL of our
volunteers and always strive to find
the job that fits a volunteer’s time.
We do ask for your prayers for
volunteers who are able to commit
a day a week at the store as this is
essential to being able to continue
our successful operation. Call the
store at 920-674-6868 and ask for
the day manager when you’re ready
to hear about the great
opportunities we have for you as a volunteer!

September 13, 2022 Church Council Highlights
Roll Call: Eric Haley, Don Gay, Steve Leistico, Jeff Sellnow, Bob Topel, Tony Bosnak, Jonathan
Schoemann, Ron Draeger, Pastor Adomeit, and Pastor Esmay.
Pastor’s Report:
Membership Changes In: None.
Membership Changes Out:
- Rodney and Nancy Buss and grandchild Izabella Zobal,
transfer to St. John, Juneau
Executive Board: Discussion of choir and discussion of one vs. two services.
Board of Education: Proposed a paging system for the school.
Ministry Support Board: Mentioned it was hard to get ushers.
Properties Board: A new vacuum is needed, specifically a back pack vacuum. They will be checking on
leaks in the men’s bathroom in church and a new lift for the stairs into the basement at school.
Next meeting is on Tuesday, October 11, at 6:30pm.

St. John Lutheran Church and School
413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594
Phone: 920-478-2707
Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com
Email: office@stjohnwaterloo.com
Pastors
Pastor Chris Esmay
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 301
cell: 785-409-0634

Pastor Jim Adomeit
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 302
home: 920-478-2436
cell: 920-463-0339
Faculty

Daniel Busch - Principal & 7-8
Sophia Dorn - Grades 5-6
Allan Boeder - Grades 3-4

Tara Winecke - Grades 1-2
Erin Krebs - Kindergarten
Kerri Esmay - Director & 3K/4K
Emily Brusenbach - 3K/4K
Staff

Whitney Baumann – Administrative Assistant
Karla Haley – Office Assistant

John Skalitzky – Custodian
Shari Kiesow – Head Chef

2022-2023 Church Council & Board Members
Congregational Officers
(Executive Board)

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

-

Eric Haley
Ron Draeger
Steve Leistico
Don Gay

920-988-8389
920-478-3868
920-988-3557
920-253-8775

Member Care Board:

Chairman

-

Bob Topel

920-988-3230

Properties Board:

Chairman

-

Jeff Sellnow

920-988-8845

Ministries Support Board:

Chairman

-

Jonathan Schoemann

920-478-2722

Board of Education:

Chairman

-

Tony Bosnak

920-630-0022

Lakeside General Board:

Members

-

Ryan Skalitzky
Todd Schleef
Larry Holzhueter

608-513-6515
920-285-4221
920-285-3963

