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OUR MISSION
Christ is committed to us, so through him
we commit to connect families to him
through excellence in education
…for learning, for life, forever.

SEPTEMBER 2022

Grace Overflows

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! Romans 5:15b

Live by the Word
In his "Longer Preface to the Large Catechism" Martin Luther extols the power of the Word of God as that
which beats back the devil and his kingdom. Thus, the people of God should always be about the Word of
God, the ultimate weapon against Satan. This is why Scripture and catechism should be our daily meat and
drink. Here Luther also points out that the pastors who think themselves above study of the Word and daily
learning of the catechism are poor shepherds indeed and should be driven out.
Both sheep and Shepherd will live only by the Word of God. If the Word of God contains one hundred
thousand arts to defend against Satan's onslaughts, we could never finish learning those arts taught by the
Word of God. Simplicity's depth will always captivate and occupy the Shepherd who studies the Word.
Memorial Moment devotion “Live by the Word”
Luther: "If I were to list all the profit and fruit God's Word produces, where would I get enough paper and time?
The devil is called the master of a thousand arts. But what shall we call God's Word, which drives away and
brings to nothing this master of a thousand arts with all his arts and power? The Word must indeed be the
master of more than a hundred thousand arts. And we shall easily despise such power, profit, strength, and
fruit—we, especially, who claim to be pastors and preachers? If so, not only should we have nothing given us
to eat, but we should also be driven out, baited with dogs, and pelted with dung. We not only need all this
every day just as we need our daily bread, but we must also daily use it against the daily and unending attacks
and lurking of the devil (1Pt 5:8), the master of a thousand arts."
The Longer Preface to the Large Catechism

Quick Notes
Sunshine Committee will meet Tuesday, September 6, at 5:30pm in the fellowship hall. We will write notes of
encouragement to fellow church members. Please join us!
Serving
This year the fellowship committee would like to invite all groups and committees of church and school to
host refreshments between church services. As in previous years, you may have a free will collection for a
fundraiser. If you would like to host, please contact Diana Michi at 920-478-4934 to schedule a date.
Dorcas Society will meet on September 28, at 12:30pm for their luncheon. The meeting will follow in the
fellowship hall at 2pm.
LWMS
LWMS will resume meeting on September 20, at 7pm in the fellowship hall. All ladies of the congregation
are invited to attend. LWMS is the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society. Members of the group are
dedicated to serving Jesus by increasing the awareness of and support of the mission outreach of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).
Monthly Newsletter Articles Due
 All articles for the October Monthly Newsletter are due in the office by September 16!
 Email your article to: office@stjohnwaterloo.com.
September Birthdays and Anniversaries list can be picked up in the tract rack, located in the church narthex.

School Year Time Changes
Starting on September 11, the worship service times on Sunday
mornings will go to 8am and 10:30am until Memorial Day in
May. Monday night services will be the same at 7pm, with a
reminder that Monday, September 5 (Labor Day), there is no
service.
The office hours during the school year are 8am-3:30pm.

Sunday School
Sunday School resumes on Sunday, September 11, at 9:15am for grades PreK-6. Grades PreK-K will
be in one room, grades 1-6 will be in another. Parents are invited and encouraged to attend Bible
study in the fellowship hall at the same time.
God's goal for his people is so clearly stated in
Ephesians 1:17: "know him better."

Thank You!
I would like to thank the PTO, school families, church council, and
congregation, friends and family for your well-wishes, cards and
gifts/money. You are all very kind and generous! I praise God for all
He has done for St. John. I pray you will all continue to grow in His
Word. I’m so looking forward to retirement and being a grandma!
God bless you all! ~Tammy Musser

A New Season for OWLS
Members of the Rock River Area OWLS may be grey-headed and elderly, but we are as ambitious
as ever to learn new things and to serve Christ. The new 2022-2023 season starts on September
20 (third Tuesday at 1:30pm) meeting at St. John's in Juneau. The topic will be "100 Missions in
Ten Years." You may wonder how our WELS plans to reach such an ambitious goal, but Rev. Jeffrey
Mahnke will be there to explain. Refreshments and fellowship to follow while we catch up on the
latest.
There is a new season handout for the next nine months which lists all the planned topics and
places where we meet. If the handout is not available in your congregation, just
email dplocher@msn.com or call 920-478-7337. Everyone is invited and guests are always
welcome. Seniors who are retired and/or 55+ years are encouraged to join.
A small $15.00 donation will provide membership in OWLS National, which is holding our annual
convention October 10-13 at the Stoney Creek Hotel and Convention Center in Onalaska. EarlyBird Registration is open until September 10. And be sure to see the exciting new “Welcome to
OWLS” video on YouTube by using this link: https://youtu.be/4plOV9sKc_4 We hope to see the
many OWLS of our chapter spread their wings and fly to Juneau on September 20. Happy Landing!

Blue Butterfly Thrift Store
Have you been to Blue Butterfly Thrift Store yet? The Alpha Resource Center, Christian Family
Solutions (WLCFS) and Tomorrow’s Choice are working together to raise funds and support
primary ministry areas that relate to the sanctity of life, mental health counseling, and senior
care services. Located at 2 E. Main St. Watertown, WI.
The name Blue Butterfly was chosen because, first and foremost, the
butterfly symbolizes the grace we all have received through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. While a butterfly can symbolize change or
rebirth, a blue butterfly is rare to see, and represents joy, change, and hope
in life. At Blue Butterfly Thrift Store, we want to develop a positive, warm
environment, working with volunteers, and helping others in our
communities.

Usher Information
We need your help! Please sign up at church to usher. The usher sign-up sheet and
usher duty information can be found on the table in front of the old entryway. Please
consider volunteering to usher. We need 4 volunteers
per service on Sundays and 1 for Mondays. If you have
preferred months and services you would like to
usher, please email the Church/School Office at:
office@stjohnwaterloo.com or contact the usher
coordinator, Theresa Steindorf 608-219-1512.

College Students
Calling all college-bound students!
Are you heading to college this fall? Don’t leave your faith life at
home! Sign up with WELS Campus Ministry to get connected with
the local campus pastor near your school and to receive free copies
of Meditations devotions and Forward in Christ magazine. Sign up
at wels.net/college. Share this with any college students you know!

July 2022 Financial Report
Church Operating Income
Church Operating Expenses
Deficit

$24,941.53
$43,659.79
( $18,718.26)

School Operating Income
School Operating Expenses
Deficit

$18,386.67
$60,637.62
( $42,250.95)

“God so loved the world so that he gave...thanks be to God for this indescribable gift!”
John 3:16, 2 Cor. 9:15

Twice Is Nice
Don’t let its humble start with a small storefront in downtown Jefferson in 1993 give you a false
impression...Twice is Nice Resale was a big idea from the start—the dream of a dedicated corps of
volunteers whose goal it was to assist the teen ministry of LLHS through a thrift shop. By reselling
donated items from people like you, not a month went by without a profit. Blessed beyond anyone’s
imagination for 30 years, by this past June, sales revenue exceeded $10 million.
You are warmly encouraged to join this vital partnership. How?
 Donate your saleable—clean and complete— clothing, furniture, household goods and
more. The back door is open 10am-3:30pm whenever the store is open.
 Shop regularly and benefit from cost-savings on both ends of the transaction.
 Volunteer! Call or stop in any day that we’re open for a no-pressure tour of possibilities.
 Refer your friends, family & neighbors.
907 W Racine St. Jefferson | 920-674-6868 | Open Mon–Sat 10am – 4pm
Upcoming notes: Fall and Halloween items, including costumes, are on the sales floor by August 29.
Summer phase out and move to fall/winters clothes and accessories will be complete by September
as well! (Store closed on Labor Day.)

July 12, 2022 Church Council Highlights
Roll Call: Eric Haley, Don Gay, Steve Leistico, Jeff Sellnow (by phone), Ron Draeger, Tony Bosnak,
Jonathan Schoemann, Pastor Esmay, and Pastor Adomeit.
Pastor’s Report: Chaperones and kids for the Youth Rally were exceptional this year. New hymnals will
be coming soon.
Membership Changes In:
- Joshua and Cassandra Hartwig and children Liam, Emma, and Josephine
Hartwig from St. John’s, Baraboo.
Membership Changes Out:
- None.
Executive Board: Don Gay is checking on Wiener and Kraut Day details. There is a potluck meal on July
24 along with the installation of new teachers. August 28 is training for all council members that
want/need training on duties and members that want/will help with communion.
Board of Education: There are 102 children enrolled in school and the new principal is moved in.
Ministry Support Board: Projector and bulb replacement at church was discussed.
Properties Board: The blacktop in the parking lot needs sealing and the classrooms need the ceilings
painted as well as the walls. A voters meeting will be held on July 31.
Next meeting is on Tuesday, August 9, at 6:30pm.

St. John Lutheran Church and School
413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594
Phone: 920-478-2707
Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com
Email: office@stjohnwaterloo.com
Pastors
Pastor Chris Esmay
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 301
cell: 785-409-0634

Pastor Jim Adomeit
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 302
home: 920-478-2436
cell: 920-463-0339
Faculty

Daniel Busch - Principal & 7-8
Sophia Dorn - Grades 5-6
Allan Boeder - Grades 3-4

Tara Winecke - Grades 1-2
Erin Krebs - Kindergarten
Kerri Esmay - Director & 3K/4K
Emily Brusenbach - 3K/4K

Staff
Lacey Behm – 3K/4K Assistant
Amy Brown – Kindergarten Assistant
Whitney Baumann – Administrative Assistant

John Skalitzky – Custodian
Shari Kiesow – Head Chef
Karla Haley – Office Assistant

2022-2023 Church Council & Board Members
Congregational Officers
(Executive Board)

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

-

Eric Haley
Ron Draeger
Steve Leistico
Don Gay

920-988-8389
920-478-3868
920-988-3557
920-253-8775

Member Care Board:

Chairman

-

Bob Topel

920-988-3230

Properties Board:

Chairman

-

Jeff Sellnow

920-988-8845

Ministries Support Board:

Chairman

-

Jonathan Schoemann

920-478-2722

Board of Education:

Chairman

-

Tony Bosnak

920-630-0022

Lakeside General Board:

Members

-

Ryan Skalitzky
Todd Schleef
Larry Holzhueter

608-513-6515
920-285-4221
920-285-3963

