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OUR MISSION
Christ is committed to us, so through him
we commit to connect families to him
through excellence in education
…for learning, for life, forever.

AUGUST 2022

Grace Overflows

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! Romans 5:15b

“Faith Counts As Righteousness” -Romans 4:3
God counts righteous those who have faith in Christ alone. Occasionally, this accounting righteous is criticized
for being "fictional." Opponents of the doctrine of righteousness through faith say that declaring a thing to be
so does not make it so. How can God's speaking make us truly righteous in His sight? At best then, this
counting righteous is a pious fiction or fond wish, but no more than that. In fact, our experience of the sin in
our own lives seems to confirm that God's accounting righteous is a fictional accounting. Sin rises up before
our eyes and in our hearts as if to put the lie to God's accounting, to God's reckoning us as righteous before
Him.
Those who doubt that God's counting righteous is really righteousness before God forget who is doing the
counting. It is not just any speaking when God counts us righteous but God's speaking. It is not just any
reckoning when God reckons us righteous, but God's reckoning. It is not just any blessing when God blesses,
but God's blessing. God's speaking is not mere syllables; a disturbance in the air, like human jabber devoid of
meaning. God's speaking brings things into being (Gn 1:3). He is the God that "gives life to the dead and calls
into existence the things that do not exist" (Rm 4:17). The God who speaks and makes things so calls sin and
death to a halt.
Memorial Moment devotion “Who is Doing the Counting?”
"If the nations are blessed—that is, if they are reckoned as righteous in the sight of God—then sin and death
must retreat; and in their place must come righteousness, salvation, and eternal life, not on account of works
but on account of faith in Christ. As I have said, the passage in Genesis 12, 'In you all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed' (Gn 12:2), does not speak about a blessing by the mouth, which is to wish someone well and
to congratulate him, but about the sort of blessing that belongs to the imputation of righteousness that avails
in the sight of God, that redeems from the curse of sin and from everything that follows sin. This blessing is
given only through faith, because the text states clearly: 'Abraham believed, etc.' Hence it is a purely spiritual
blessing and the only blessing; although it may be cursed by the world, as it surely is, still it avails in the sight
of God. Thus this is a powerful passage, that those who are men of faith possess this promise of the blessing
given to the Abraham who had faith."
Luther’s commentary on Galatians

Quick Notes
Sunshine Committee will meet Tuesday, August 2, at 5:30pm in the fellowship hall. We write notes and cards
to shut-ins and other members of the congregation. The committee is open to all. Please join us Tuesday
August 2.
Dorcas Society will meet on August 31, at 12:30pm for their luncheon. The meeting will follow in the
fellowship hall at 2pm.
Monthly Newsletter Articles Due
 All articles for the September Monthly Newsletter are due in the office by August 12!
 Email your article to: office@stjohnwaterloo.com.
August Birthdays and Anniversaries list can be picked up in the tract rack, located in the church narthex.

Offering Envelopes
Because of paper and product shortages, we have been notified that the shade of your envelopes may
vary. Thankfully, the Lord cares about the heart behind the offering, not the paper it comes in!

1st Day of School!
August 25 from 8am - 3:10pm

Summer Hours
Summer Office Hours
8am-12pm, Monday-Friday
(or by appointment)

Church Services
Sunday mornings: 9am
Monday evenings: 7pm
Starting on September 11, Sunday worship
will return to 8am and 10:30am
We need ushers for Sunday (9am) and Monday night (7pm) services. If you would like to volunteer,
the sign-up sheets are located in the church narthex, or contact the usher coordinator.

St. John Registration
School is just around the corner! The registration time slots are available on SignUp Genius on the
dates listed below. If you were not notified about this, please contact the school office
(920-478-2707, or office@stjohnwaterloo.com) or Mr. Busch at principal@stjohnwaterloo.com.
3K/4K



Monday, August 8 from 2pm-6pm
Tuesday, August 9 from 8am-7pm

Grades K-8
 Wednesday, August 3 from 2pm-6pm
 Thursday, August 4 from 8am-7:30pm

Blood Drive
St. John will be hosting another Red Cross Blood Drive on Friday, August 12, 2022 from
12pm-5:30pm in the fellowship hall. Please watch the weekly news
for additional updates. A registration form will be available in the
church entryway for food donations and workers. We will need
volunteers in the canteen as well as people at the registration
desk. Shifts are normally 2-2.5 hours each, but we are flexible.
If you have any questions about working or have never donated
before, please contact Rhonda Goehl at 608.445.5402 or email
at: ursg487@gmail.com

Going digital
In July, we started distributing electronic monthly newsletters through
email. If you did not receive one, it means we do not have your email
address (or updated email address). We are still working the bugs out! If
you would like to update your record with us to receive a digital copy,
please email Karla at khaley@stjohnwaterloo.com, and yes, even
members as young as 8th grade graduates can receive this!

Usher Information
We need your help! Please sign up at
church to usher. The usher sign-up
sheet and usher duty information can
be found on the table in front of the old
entryway. Please consider volunteering
to usher. We need 4 volunteers per
service on Sundays and 1 for Mondays.
If you have preferred months and
services you would like to usher, please
email the Church/School Office at:
office@stjohnwaterloo.com or contact
the usher coordinator, Theresa
Steindorf 608-219-1512.

2022 Financial Report
June, 2022 Operating Fund

Fiscal Year July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022

Church Operating Income
$24,241.58
Church Operating Expenses $41,300.12
Operating Deficit
($17,058.54)

Total Church Deficit
Transferred Church Non-Specified
School Operating Income
$12,624.53
School Operating Expenses $50,115.75
Operating Deficit
$37,491.22
Transferred School WELS Investment
Year End Surplus moved to 2022-2023 Fiscal Year

$434,931.72
$439,649.63
($ 4,717.91)
($ 2,825.45) (CMO Deficit)
($ 1,620.80) (LLHS Deficit)
($ 9,164.16)
$ 9,164.16
-0$429,174.40
$487,369.13
$ 58,194.73
$ 59,000.00
$
805.27

“God so loved the world so that he gave...thanks be to God for this indescribable gift!”
John 3:16, 2 Cor. 9:15

Twice Is Nice
Store volunteers will host a Warrior Wear area for families coming to LLHS registration August 3 and
9 from 5-8pm. This has been a popular opportunity in past years for fams to buy inexpensive school
apparel that’s been donated to Twice is Nice. Stop and shop, ask questions about the store and the
amazing blessing it is to our school.
Shop: If you’ve visited our Jefferson location, you know the great bargains that can be found every
day on everything, but this month brings even more excitement for bargain hunters. From August
18-27, all clothing is half-off. What’s more, fall and Halloween items hit the floor August 22, and
costumes begin to appear August 29. Christmas crafts are on the floor as well! We’re open Mondays
-Saturdays from 10am-4pm.

Volunteer: What might appeal to you? Cashiering, unloading donations at the back door, sorting
clothing or working in departments from shoes to Halloween, we have it. We’re ready and willing to
meet your availability whenever we can. We need you!
Donate: Having a rummage sale? Skipping your garage sale this year? Keep us in mind when you’re
finished or needing an alternative – our donation drop-off hours include every day the store is open,
from 10am - 3:30pm. Bring donations to the door on the back side of the store, no appointment
needed. Call 920-674-6868 and ask for the day manager if you have questions.

June 14, 2022 Church Council Highlights
Roll Call: Eric Haley, Don Gay, Jeff Sellnow, Ron Draeger, Tony Bosnak, Ben Griffin, Mark Eternick,
Pastor Esmay, and Pastor Adomeit.
Pastor’s Report: An update about the youth group going to Tennessee was given by Pastor Adomeit
and Pastor Esmay gave details about his continued education coming up.
Membership Changes In:
- Kathleen Clarke by transfer from Immanuel, Hubbleton.
Membership Changes Out:
- Melissa Koester by transfer to St. Marcus, Milwaukee.
Executive Council: Installation of council members will be on June 26 at 9am. Principal installation will
be on July 24 with the possibilitiy of the new teachers also being installed with a church picnic/
potluck to follow the service.
Member Care Board: A movie night is scheduled for June 22. Plans are in the works for Mr. Eternick’s
retirement.
Ministry Support Board: Worship Committee reported on new hymnals and ideas on how to introduce
them to the congregation.
Properties Board: Asbestos removal is underway. Edging will be put into the 3K/4K playground, and
new mulch added to the ground.
Next meeting is on Tuesday, July 12, at 6:30pm.

St. John Lutheran Church and School
413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594
Phone: 920-478-2707
Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com
Email: office@stjohnwaterloo.com
Pastors
Pastor Chris Esmay
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 301
cell: 785-409-0634

Pastor Jim Adomeit
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 302
home: 920-478-2436
cell: 920-463-0339
Faculty

Daniel Busch - Principal & 7-8
Sophia Dorn - Grades 5-6
Allan Boeder - Grades 3-4

Tara Winecke - Grades 1-2
Erin Krebs - Kindergarten
Kerri Esmay - Director & 3K/4K
Emily Brusenbach - 3K/4K

Staff
Lacey Behm – 3K/4K Assistant
Amy Brown – Kindergarten Assistant
Whitney Baumann – Administrative Assistant

John Skalitzky – Custodian
Shari Kiesow – Head Chef
Karla Haley – Office Assistant

2022-2023 Church Council & Board Members
Congregational Officers
(Executive Board)

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

-

Eric Haley
Ron Draeger
Steve Leistico
Don Gay

920-988-8389
920-478-3868
920-988-3557
920-253-8775

Member Care Board:

Chairman

-

Bob Topel

920-988-3230

Properties Board:

Chairman

-

Jeff Sellnow

920-988-8845

Ministries Support Board:

Chairman

-

Jonathan Schoemann

920-478-2722

Board of Education:

Chairman

-

Tony Bosnak

920-630-0022

Lakeside General Board:

Members

-

Ryan Skalitzky
Todd Schleef
Larry Holzhueter

608-513-6515
920-285-4221
920-285-3963

