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OUR MISSION
Christ is committed to us, so through him
we commit to connect families to him
through excellence in education
…for learning, for life, forever.

APRIL 2022

Grace Overflows

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! Romans 5:15b

“What language shall I borrow to thank you...”
As a child I had deep sympathy for Jesus. During Lent I would consider the various ways in
which I might have been able to rescue Him from His awful suffering and death on the cross. I did
not want to see my Lord suffer and die, least of all for me. I wondered if I became a lawyer, if I
might have adequately represented Jesus before the courts of the Sanhedrin and Pilate, the
Roman Procurator? It seemed to me an open and shut case because Pilate had judged Him not to
be guilty of anything deserving death. I thought I should be able to get this innocent man acquitted.
Yet I was also aware that Jesus had declined to mount a defense on His own behalf. He
seemed hell-bent on His own destruction. I realized that I probably needed to defend Jesus against
His own will. I considered how I might provide Jesus with a Rambo-like extraction (long before there
even was a Rambo) from the custody of the Romans. In my childish imagination, this extraction included lots of bullets and explosions. How misguided I was! I was unaware that my sympathy for
Jesus was short circuiting His sympathy for me.
My childish thoughts about saving Jesus from Himself disclose the perversity of fallen humanity. I thought it was possible and actually my duty to save God from His own foolish plan to
save me by suffering and an ignominious death. This was doubly blind of course. Not only could I
not save Jesus in this way, but I should not do so. For by working out a way to save Jesus from
Himself, I would have been liable to damnation. He declines rescue to rescue poor sinners. He declines to defend Himself to defend us. He declines to plead His manifest innocence to give innocence to us. He refuses to seek acquittal that He might acquit us of our sin and depravity. Yet, like
His enemies, we too would remove Him from the cross (Mt 27:40), and thus be deprived of His saving mercy. He is the substitute for a world full of sinners. He takes all our sin and depravity into His
own holy person and subsumes it under His perfect holiness, just as a drop of filth is swallowed
up by an ocean.
Only Jesus could have done this and He could only have done it through His cross. The cross is the
center and substance of our religion, that the man hanging on the cross embraces and swallows
down all the world’s sin. It is gone. The law’s ugly accusations can no longer stand against me, because He bore them all as the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (Jn 1:29). How
weak we are in believing this divine and unchangeable truth! I do not have my sin, because He has
taken it away. What part of “takes away” do you not understand? This is what we are talking about
when we say that justification is by faith; we receive all the benefits of Christ’s death, not by our
works or efforts, our own holiness or piety, but alone by His. He takes away our sin; we do not.
When we try to save Jesus from His own death by our holy life, we are trying to extract Jesus from
His suffering and death against His will. This is not childlike faith, which allows God to be God for
us, but a childish faith attempting to save God from Himself.
Memorial Moment devotion, Let’s Save God from Himself!

Quick Notes
Sunshine Committee
We will meet on Tuesday, April 5, at 5:30pm in the fellowship hall to write notes of encouragement to
fellow members of St John. Please join us. All members of St John are welcome to attend.
Dorcas Society will have their meeting on April 27, at 2pm in the fellowship hall.
LWMS will meet April 19. The meeting will begin at 7pm in the fellowship hall. Karen Clarke will host. The
LWMS Capitol circuit spring rally will be April 2, 2022. Resurrection Lutheran Church, Verona will host the
rally. Pastor John Borgwardt from Living Word Lutheran Church in Waukesha will speak on Kid’s Summer
Bible Camps. Registration begins at 8:30am with the rally starting at 9:00am.
Monthly Newsletter Articles Due
 All articles for the May Monthly Newsletter are due in the office by April 15!
 Email your article to: office@stjohnwaterloo.com.
April Birthdays and Anniversaries list can be picked up in the tract rack, located in the church narthex.
Church Softball
 If interested in coed modified fast pitch softball, contact Armin Schwartz ASAP at 920-342-6935.
Living Tomb
Join us to help spread the Easter message that death can no longer hold us! Starting on Good Friday, the
tomb will be guarded by groups of people 24/7 until Easter morning when the tomb is opened to reveal he
has risen, just as he said! Sign-up sheets are located in the church narthex.

St. John School
4/2-4/3
4/9
4/10
4/15
4/18
4/22
4/24
4/26-4/27
4/27

Fine Arts Fair at Lakeside Lutheran High School
Easter for Families at 9am
Grades 3K-8 sing for Palm Sunday (10:30am)
No School—Good Friday
No School—Easter Monday
4th Quarter Mid-term
3K/4K sing in 10:30am service
3K/4K Parent/Teacher Conferences
Meet Math at Lakeside Lutheran High School

OWLS
There is no need to buy an airplane ticket to see Luther Land and other famous sites in
Germany. Just come to Newville's St John Lutheran Church at 1:30pm on the third Tuesday
of this month, April 19, to enjoy "A Germany Adventure." With entertaining stories and
exceptional photos Rev David and Naomi Plocher will share some of their choice adventures while
pursuing family roots. Refreshments provided by ladies of St John. All are welcome! Those age 55+ and/or
retired are encouraged to become members and help support our European Chaplain ministry. Rock River
Area OWLS is one of many WELS chapters across our country that provides seniors with opportunity to
keep learning and socializing among fellow believers. St John, Newville is located at 8496 Parsonage Ln.,
Waterloo, WI 53594 (920-648-5205). For more information, feel free to contact Dave Plocher at
dplocher@msn.com (920-478-7337), your local pastor and/or those who attend from your congregation.

Lent Worship
We will not have Monday evening services during Lent. A meal will
be served between services from 5:00pm-6:30pm.

Lenten Worship services at 4pm and 7pm:
 April 6

Holy Week Worship Service Opportunities
 April 10—Palm Sunday 8am and 10:30am
 April 14—Maundy Thursday at 4pm and 7pm
 April 15—Good Friday at 4pm and 7pm

Easter Worship
April 17
 6:30am Easter Sunrise service
 7:30am Easter Breakfast
 9:00am Easter Service

Anyone who would like to donate a baked good for the Easter
Breakfast can drop it off in the fellowship hall on Saturday,
April 16, by 4pm.

Easter for Families
Families of all ages are invited to this fun event on April 9 at 9am. It will be based on the events of the
very first Easter morning. We invite and encourage you to bring your friends and family members! Lessons
will be taught to each age group (from age 2 to 102), families will join for a craft, game, and snack.
Please complete the registration form by Monday, April 4 and give it to Ms. Kerri or leave it in the office.

Offering Automatic Withdrawal
Why are we giving money to God? He is the richest being there is! Giving is really God giving us. He’s
giving us an opportunity to do something we want, to thank him for all he’s given to us. It says we want to trust
him to give back in different ways, even more than we gave him.
Authorization Forms for F&M Bank are available in the tract rack for your convenience. If you would like to
have your offering automatically withdrawn from your checking account, please complete this form and:
1. Bring it to the office and a copy will be made for data entering to your annual offering statement.
2. Take it directly to F&M Bank for processing.
3. Call the St. John Office (920-478-2707) or email the office (office@stjohnwaterloo.com) and let us know the
date of withdrawal, frequency of withdrawal (monthly, weekly, etc.), designated fund account (operating,
mission, building fund, etc.) and amounts so we can enter your data in.
4. If you do not bank at F&M Bank, you can still set up automatic withdrawals at your bank, but have the checks
sent directly to the church office at 413 E. Madison St. Waterloo, WI 53594. Again, be sure to call the office
with your withdrawal information.
If you have any questions, please contact the office or our church treasurer, Steve Leistico.

Job Opportunity
St. John, Waterloo is currently seeking a full-time administrative assistant/
bookkeeper. The starting salary is $38,000 based on experience. We would
prefer the individual to be an active member in a WELS/ELS congregation,
have accounting knowledge, is a good typist, self-starter, dependable, pays
attention to detail, computer knowledge of Word, Publisher, Excel, etc., and is
discreet and able to keep information confidential. Individual will be trained on
the PowerChurchPlus and PowerSchool programs. If you are interested, pick
up an application in the office, or you can email office@stjohnwaterloo.com
and request an application. Applications can be emailed or dropped off in the
office by Friday, April 22.

WELSSA Accreditation Report
During the week of March 20, a team of 4 visiting educators worked to verify the validity of our
self-study report. This team identified strengths, weaknesses, and proposed some ideas for making
improvements.
Using the recommendations from the site visit team and the identified objectives from our self
study, our school leadership team (Board of Ed chairman, congregation chairman, school pastor, new
principal, and ECM director) will develop a 5-year school improvement plan.
Are we accredited? The site team reported that we have met 97% of the 297 standards for
3K - 8th grade. (85% is the required minimum). Therefore the team will recommend to the WELS
Commission on Lutheran Schools (CLS) that we receive full accreditation. Upon receiving the team’s
report along with our 5-year school improvement plan, the CLS will grant us this status in September
2022. A full report is printed and available at church.

Food Pantry Coordinator Position
The Marshall/Waterloo Food Pantry is looking for someone to fill the volunteer position of Food Pantry
Coordinator. This position involves helping to coordinate food donations/ordering/occasional pick ups/
monthly reporting, board meeting and working with the board members to provide food for those in need. The
Food Pantry is strongly supported by board members and other numerous volunteers. Much of the work is
done through those people in conjunction with the Pantry Coordinator. If you feel in your heart this is one way
the Lord is asking you to serve others, please contact Jonathan Schoemann (920)478-2722.

WPCP—Deadline Approaching
As we near the month of April and tax season is upon us, we encourage you to look into the WPCP (Wisconsin
Parental Choice Program.) This is a state funded program that pays tuition for any family whose AGI (Adjusted
Gross Income) is below 220% of Federal Poverty. To see if you might qualify, you need to look at your AGI on
your 2021 Federal Tax return. Registration deadline for the WPCP program is April 21 and there are no exceptions! If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Eternick.

April Usher Schedule
We need your Help!
Please sign up at Church to Usher for April Services.
Usher Sign-up sheet and usher duty information can be found
on the table in front of the old entrance way.
Please consider volunteering to usher. We need 4 Volunteers
per service on Sundays and 1 or 2 for Mondays.
If you have preferred months and services you would like to
usher, please email the Church/School Office at:
office@stjohnwaterloo.com or contact the usher coordinator
Theresa Steindorf 608-219-1512.

April Greeter Schedule
April 3

8:00 am
10:30 am

Jeff and Penny Leistico
Kirk and Amy Gehler

April 10

8:00 am
10:30 am

Charlie and Janell Decker
Sara Wink and Family

April 17

6:30 am
9:00 am

April 24

8:00 am
10:30 am

OPEN
OPEN
Diana Michi and Eileen Horn
Kathy Hedges

If you are interested and able to help greet on Sunday
mornings, please contact Kim Dahlke at 920-988-2370
or Jamie Dahlke at 920-253-6390.

March 2022
Financial Reports
We are currently in the process of separating the church and school
finances due to the Choice & SNSP audit recommendation.
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

Twice Is Nice
Shop
Easter items will go on 50% off beginning Monday, April 11. Spring/summer
clothes have been on the sales floor since the end of March! It’s time to get
serious (and by that, get some serious bargains) toward an updated warm
weather wardrobe. We’re easy-to-find and open Mondays-Saturdays from
10-4pm: just a minute east on the Hwy 18 exit off the 26 bypass at 907 W.
Racine St., next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly.
Volunteer
Talk to someone you recognize from the following list and ask how easy and fun it is to help. No
expertise required. Thank you to recent volunteers, including Lakeside students Rose & Rory Hissom
(St. Matthew, Oconomowoc), Emmett Schafer (St. Matthew, Ocon), and Abbie Willitz (St. Paul, Fort),
as well as Bill Hirschfeld (St. Paul, Fort), Adam Williams, Charles Klug (St. John, Jefferson) and
Bonnie & Jack Stark on back door duty, Curtis Hoffer, Lynn Marie Riggs, and Vicki Schuyler (St. John,
Jefferson).
Donate!
Purging this spring? Bring donations to the door on the backside of the store from 10-3:30pm any
day we are open. Did you know? Twice is Nice wants your used or unwanted candles and wax. The
season for campfire starters is coming soon, and we have volunteers who make 1000s of
firestarters with your used wax! Throw your wax into its own box or bag and donate it at the back
door too. Questions? Call 920-674-6868, ask for the day manager.

February 8, 2022 Church Council Highlights
Roll Call: Eric Haley, Steve Leistico, Don Gay, Ron Draeger, Jeff Sellnow, Tony Bosnak, Ben Griffin,
Mark Eternick, Pastor Esmay, and Pastor Adomeit.
Treasurer’s Report: Insurance costs are going up, so Steve will be looking into it.
Pastor’s Report:
Membership Changes In:
† Cole Strohbusch by profession of faith, Todd Cole by adult confirmation, Kyle and Emilie
McFadden and their children Dominic, Vanessa, and Gianna by transfer from
Zion, Columbus, WI.
Membership Changes Out:
† Devin Weber to Immanuel in Farmington, WI
Executive Board: Discussion about a credit card. Decided on $5,000 limit. Principal’s name on the
school’s card, administrative pastor’s for church. Discussed down payment for principal’s housing.
Board of Christian Education: Thirty students are registered for 3K/4K next year with two vacancies.

Properties Board: Checking on projects, including florescent bulbs.
Next meeting is on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 6:30pm.

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM
2022

The decorating committee would like to extend an
invitation to all who are interested in purchasing Easter
Flowers. We will collect monetary donations toward the
purchasing of the flowers. You may specify if you would
like your donation made in Honor or Memory of a loved
one. The prices for the various flowers will range from
$15.00 - $35.00. Order forms are due by April 8!

Money for Easter Flowers
was donated by: _____________________________

In Memory of: ___________________________________

You may place your order at the church and school
office or place the order form and money in an envelope
marked “Easter Flowers” in the collection plate.
Thank you for helping beautify our church. If you
have any questions, you may call Gail Duckert at
920- 960-2424.

St. John Lutheran Church and School
413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594
Phone: 920-478-2707
Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com
Email: office@stjohnwaterloo.com
Pastors
Pastor Chris Esmay
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 301
cell: 785-409-0634

Pastor Jim Adomeit
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 302
home: 920-478-2436
cell: 920-463-0339

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
Providing full time Christian education grades 3K-12 through our own
Lutheran Elementary School and our association with Lakeside Lutheran High School.
Faculty
Mark Eternick – Principal & 6-8
Mary Dorn – Kindergarten
Tara Winecke – 1-2

Allan Boeder – 3-5
Kerri Esmay – Director & 3K/4K
Emily Brusenbach – 3K/4K
Staff

Lacey Behm – 3K/4K Assistant
Amy Brown – Kindergarten Assistant
Shari Kiesow – Head Chef
Tammy Musser – Administrative Assistant

Autumn Thompson – 3K/4K Assistant
Kelsey Hensler – Administrator Sub
John Skalitzky – Custodian
Karla Haley – Office Assistant

2021-2022 Church Council & Board Members
CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS:
(EXECUTIVE BOARD)

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

-

Eric Haley
Ron Draeger
Steve Leistico
Don Gay

920-988-8389
920-478-3868
920-988-3557
920-253-8775

MEMBER CARE BOARD:

Chairman

-

Dan Nelson

608-658-2577

PROPERTIES BOARD:

Chairman

-

Jeff Sellnow

920-988-8845

MINISTRIES SUPPORT BOARD:

Chairman

-

Jonathan Schoemann

920-478-2722

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

Chairman

-

Tony Bosnak

920-630-0022

LAKESIDE GENERAL BOARD:

Member

-

Ryan Skalitzky

608-513-6515

