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Grace Overflows

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! Romans 5:15b

Grace Must Be Alone
Either works save or God saves us by grace alone. There can be no middle ground here. For grace to be
grace it must be alone. We must not let the works of the law infest God’s grace and rip its guts out. Works
will kill grace. Sometimes we think one little work would be acceptable. However, one little work is like a
virus that infects the body and causes sickness and death (think: COVID-19). The work may seem little, but
it un-graces grace.
Grace is alone in many ways. First, it is alone in the sense that it is uniquely God’s. God “is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love” (Joel 2:13). Because grace is in God there cannot be
more or less of it. It is a specific attribute of God. If he had more or less of it, it would not be a perfect
attribute. And he would not be God. For to be God is to have His attributes perfectly and completely. Since
grace is an attribute of God that gives a great deal of comfort in our spiritual lives. It is something upon which
we can trust and have absolute confidence because in him there is no shadow of turning. He will not suddenly
become ungracious toward us, because then he could never have been said to have been gracious.
Second, grace is alone in that it excludes all other things; especially works. What if after receiving a valuable
gift from a generous giver I would say, “I realize that I cannot reimburse you for the whole amount of this gift,
but perhaps I could give you a small payment for it.” In my opinion, this would be even more insulting than
attempting to pay for it outright. I would be diminishing the value of the gift as well as failing to recognize the
gracious nature of the giver. For a gift to be gift no payment could ever be possible, whether small or large.
When I say, “What do I owe you for this?" I am being a cad and acting in an ill-bred way. About that I think we
can agree. Yet, despite this, many people think they can say precisely this to God by offering him their paltry
works, their best efforts, and other such rubbish. This is treating God like he’s a bellhop in need of a tip: "Here,
God, this is a little something for you. Aren’t you impressed?" Does God really need our tips? The very idea is
risible. So even the smallest work is an offense against grace, a return to righteousness by the law, and an insult
to God.
Grace is alone because God has freely given us all things. Paul says, “He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things” (Rom 8:32). When God gives
all, there is nothing left to do. There’s nothing left to receive. There is nothing greater. There is nothing better.
There is nothing you can offer. Hasn’t God given us the very best, the highest, and the most when he gave his
Son up for us all? How could we ever think that his grace is in any way deficient or in need of our improvement? He has given us the greatest and therefore we can expect not only the great gifts but all of the little ones
that come with it, therefore our works no matter how small or large we think them, will never offer anything.
They are worthless, so that Christ may be all in all. Grace must remain alone to be grace.
Memorial Moment, Dr. Scott Murray, 9.10.21

Opportunities to Listen to God Speak
Sunday/Monday
Worship in Sanctuary
8am & 10:30am Sunday
7pm Monday

Sunday
Bible Study for All Ages
9am Fellowship Hall

Tuesday
Bible Study
9am Fellowship Hall

Wednesday
Shut-In Worship
3:30pm (11/3) Sanctuary

Thursday
Bible Study
7pm Fellowship Hall
Ezekiel

The Lord answered and told her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things, but
only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
Luke 10:41-42

Quick Notes
Shut In Worship will be held on Wednesday, November 3, at 3:30pm with communion.
Church Library The Library Committee has single Thanksgiving cards for sale and also Christmas cards by
the box and single Christmas cards for sale along with napkins. They are on display in the church library.
Stop by and check it out!
Monthly Newsletter Articles Due
 All articles for the December Monthly Newsletter are due in the office by November 12!
 Email your article to: office@stjohnwaterloo.com.
LWMS
 We will serve coffee hour on Sunday, November 14, from 9:00-10:00am.
 Our meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 16. We will meet in the fellowship hall at 7pm.
Dorcas
 Luncheon at 12pm at the Barrel Inn in Deansville.
 Meeting at 2pm in the fellowship hall at church.

St. John School
11/3: K-8 Parent/Teacher Conferences (3:30-8pm)
11/4: K-8 Parent/Teacher Conferences (5-8pm)
11/5: Forensics meet at Luther Prep (6pm)
11/6: Beginners band concert at LLHS (9:45am)
11/7: Cadet band & LLHS fall concert (2pm)
11/14: Grades K-8 sing at church (10:30am)
11/22: 3K-4K Parent/Teacher Conferences (3:30-7pm)
11/23: 3K-4K Parent/Teacher Conferences (3:30-7pm)
11/24-27: NO SCHOOL! (Thanksgiving Break!)

Thinking of Others
November Birthdays and Anniversaries If you would like to send a birthday card or anniversary card
to someone for the month of November, the November birthday and anniversary list can be picked up
in the tract rack located in the church narthex.
Sunshine Committee The Member Care Writing Group has changed their name to “Sunshine Committee”
hoping this will be more inclusive for shut-ins and confirmands. Please join us on Tuesday, November 2,
at 5:30pm in the fellowship hall to write notes of encouragement.
Coffee Hour There is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall for anyone who would like to bake goodies for
our Sunday morning Bible class. You may also contact Diana Michi at 920-478-4934.

September 2021 Financial Report
September Operating Fund Income
September Operating Fund Expenses
September Operating Fund Deficit

$32,408.02
$68,007.46
( $35,599.44)

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

OWLS
FUTURE OWLS ACTIVITIES Members of our Rock River Area Owls Chapter 64 have
restarted our season for 2021- 2022. Here is the schedule for November and December. Mark
your calendar and plan to join our fellowship with these new topics.



Tues., Nov. 16: St. Paul’s, Ixonia “Vietnam Mission & Seminary Update” by Prof Jonathan Bare
Tues., Dec. 14: St Paul, Ft. Atkinson “A New WELS Mission in Bangladesh” by Rev Michael Duncan

Our gatherings begin at 1:30pm for about two hours. All venues are wheelchair accessible. Meetings feature
a devotion by the local pastor, a brief business session and the presentation followed by refreshments. The
name OWLS is the acronym for Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors. We provide fellowship and fun for
those who are retired and/or 50 years and older. Chapter 64 includes WELS and ELS people from a dozen
congregations located along the winding Rock River from Hustisford down to Fort Atkinson. All Seniors are
welcome to attend.

Twice is Nice
Volunteer! We need so much help to get through this shopping season! Work
Wednesday evenings keeping Christmas stocked on the floor (it goes FAST!) Walk in
the store back door anytime 4-7pm Wednesdays through November 17 and managers
will give you jobs -- no experience needed! Great parent-child activity. Or, work the
back door for 3 hours on a Saturday. Focus your phone camera over the QR code to
go the sign up or go to bit.ly/3gXi3Ei
SHOP EXTENDED HOURS! Through
Friday & Saturday, November 19-20, 2021,
TiN will be open until 6pm on Fridays and
until 5pm on Saturdays. (All other days
10-4; closed Sundays) TiN is easy-to-find,
just a minute east on the Hwy 18 exit off
the 26 bypass at 907 W. Racine St., next
to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly. Questions,
call 920-674-6868.

November Usher Schedule
November 1

7:00 pm

November 7

8:00 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm

Wendy Bagneski, Ron & Lori Draeger, Andrew Draeger
Chuck & Deb Egli
Bob and Chris Topel

8:00 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm

Kim & Jamie Dahlke
Eric & Wanda Mankowski and Family
Jared Adomeit

8:00 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm

Ron & Lori Draeger, Andrew Draeger
Help - Please volunteer
Theresa Steindorf

November 8
November 14
November 15
November 21
November 22

Bob & Chris Topel

Thanksgiving Eve 24 7:00 pm
Thanksgiving Day 25 9:00 am

Church Council
Church Council

November 28

Wendy Bagneski, Gerry & Ginny Krause
Eric & Wanda Mankowski and Family
Jared Adomeit

November 29

8:00 am
10:30 am
7:00 pm

As a member of St. John, we have added you to the usher group. If you are unable to assist
for your assigned times, please attempt to find a replacement. If you cannot find a replacement, please contact the usher coordinator. If you have preferred months and services you
would like to usher, or you need to be removed from the group, please email the office at
office@stjohnwaterloo.org or contact the usher coordinator, Theresa Steindorf at
608-219-1512. Thank you!

November Greeter Schedule
November 7

8:00 am
10:30 am

Terry & Kelly Kuhl and Family
Open

November 14

8:00 am
10:30 am

Ann Weber
Dick & Sharon Spies

November 21

8:00 am
10:30 am

Kendra Detert and Family
Cheryl Strobel

November 28

8:00 am
10:30 am

Open
Josh & Ami Lauersdorf and Family

If you are interested and able to help greet on Sunday mornings, please contact
Kim Dahlke at 920-988-2370 or Jamie Dahlke at 920-253-6390.

Senior Choir
Senior Choir Director Needed
Our Senior Choir is in need of an experienced director. Know of someone who is interested,
or interested yourself? Please contact the church office at 920-478-2707 to set up an
appointment for an interview.
Calling All Senior Choir Members—New and Old
Senior Choir will start up again beginning Wednesday, November 3. We will meet in the
fellowship hall at 6:30pm. If you have any questions, please contact Rhonda Goehl at
608-445-5402 (text or phone call) or email at ursg487@gmail.com.

Voters’ Meeting Update
At the October 10 voters’ meeting, Daniel Busch was called as principal & teacher. He presently
is principal and teacher at Good Shepherd Lutheran School in Burton, MI. Please keep him in
your prayers as he deliberates this call.

2021-2022 Church Council & Board Members
CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS: President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

-

Eric Haley
Ron Draeger
Steve Leistico
Don Gay

920-988-8389
920-478-3868
920-988-3557
920-253-8775

MEMBER CARE BOARD:

Chairman
Member
Member

-

Dan Nelson
Jim Riege
Pastor David Haeuser

608-658-2577
920-650-4079
414-323-3347

PROPERTIES BOARD:

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member

-

Jeff Sellnow
Jeff Holzhueter
Jarrett Kuhl
Kurt Keach
Open

920-988-8845
920-478-2187
920-988-3782
608-333-1811

MINISTRIES SUPPORT BOARD: Chairman
Member
Member

-

Jonathan Schoemann
Ben Griffin
Open

920-478-2722
920-988-3258

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

-

Tony Bosnak
Ben Wink
Josh Lauersdorf

920-630-0022
920-915-7360
920-988-9318

-

Ryan Skalitzky
Larry Holzhueter
Todd Schleef

608-513-6515
920-285-3963
920-285-4221

LAKESIDE GENERAL BOARD:

Chairman
Member
Member

St. John Lutheran Church and School
413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594
Phone: 920-478-2707
Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com
E-mail: office@stjohnwaterloo.com
Pastors
Pastor Chris Esmay
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 301
cell: 785-409-0634

Pastor Jim Adomeit
office: 920-478-2707 ext. 302
home: 920-478-2436
cell: 920-463-0339

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
Providing full time Christian education grades 3K-12 through our own
Lutheran Elementary School and our association with Lakeside Lutheran High School
Faculty
Mark Eternick – Principal & 6-8
Mary Dorn – Kindergarten
Tara Winecke – 1-2

Allan Boeder – 3-5
Kerri Esmay – Director & 3K/4K
Emily Brusenbach – 3K/4K
Staff

Lacey Behm – 3K/4K Assistant
Amy Brown – Kindergarten Assistant
Shari Kiesow – Head Chef
Tammy Musser – Administrative Assistant

Autumn Thompson – 3K/4K Assistant
Kelsey Hensler – Administrator Sub
John Skalitzky – Custodian
Karla Haley – Office Assistant

September 14 Church Council Highlights
Roll Call Eric Haley, Ron Draeger, Steve Leistico, Don Gay, Dan Nelson, Jeff Sellnow, Tony Bosnak,
Jonathan Schoemann, Mark Eternick, Pastor Esmay, and Pastor Adomeit.
Pastor report Annual church calendar was presented. Discussed the Christmas service and
children’s Christmas service. Recommendation for open forum on April 24, 2022 and
annual meeting on May 22, 2022.

Executive Board Discussed the assistant to help out Tammy Musser (Administrative Assistant) in
the office. Put announcement in bulletin so anyone interested in the position would be able
to apply. Mr. Eternick will head up the interviews with salary to be decided.
Properties Board Bid for air conditioner in conference/council room is about $5,000.00, but
does not include wiring of about $1,500.00. A motion was made and seconded to go with
Klecker’s bid. Motion carried.
Action Item Washer/Dryer cost is around $2,000.00. A motion was made and second to take
monies from the school refurbishing fund to pay for the washer/dryer. Motion carried. A
motion was made and seconded to have a free will offering for Camp Phillip on September
26, 2021. Motion carried.
Next meeting is on Tuesday, October 12, 2021, at 6:30pm.

