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       A Free Conscience 

Early in his career as reformer of the church, Martin Luther, like many educated people of his day, 

changed his name by Grecianizing it. For example, his colleague Philip Melanchthon’s real name was  

Philip Schwartzerdt, which meant “Black Earth.” He was of peasant farmer stock. Melanchthon just 

sounded better; more sophisticated. Luther changed his name, signing it as “Martinus Eleutheros,” 

meaning “Martin-the-Free.” How had he come upon such freedom, freedom so powerful that it caused 

him to change his name? The gospel lesson for Reformation gives us the answer, “If the Son sets you 

free, you will be free indeed” (Jn 8:36). 

 

In the spring of 1520, Luther was being trundled along the bad roads of late medieval Germany on a 

horse cart. He was trying to make good use of the time while he was traveling by reading, having carried 

some books with him. He wanted to take his mind off the threat that stood over him. He had been given 

safe  conduct to appear before the Imperial diet, the German Parliament, presided over by Emperor 

Charles V of Spain, the most powerful man in the world at the time. Luther was painfully aware of the fact 

that about 100 years previously another reformer had been given the same “safe conduct.” Jan Hus, the 

Czech reformer, had been stripped of his rights and unceremoniously burned at the stake at the Council 

of Constance in 1415. Luther knew what an Imperial safe conduct was worth; not even the paper it was 

written on. But still he went. Why? He went to confess the divine truth before kings and princes confident 

of God’s vindication of his cause. 

 

Luther stood before the arrayed principalities and powers of his day. He was presented with a pile of his 

books and he was asked to recant (reject and condemn) the content of those books. Luther demurred,  

asking for a day to consider how he should respond in the presence of the Emperor to this question. He 

was afraid; afraid for his life. He wrestled and struggled that night in a cell of the Augustinian Friary in 

Worms. The next day, with a much more calm and courageous demeanor Luther stood before the        

Emperor. He defended his work by pointing out that much in his writings was simply a repetition of the 

gospel truth, which had been praised, not only by his own party, but even by the Roman Catholics. But 

when push came to shove Luther responded, “Since then your serene majesty and your lordships seek a 

simple answer, I will give it in this manner, neither horned nor toothed: Unless I am convinced by the     

testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust either in the pope or in councils alone, 

since it is well known that they have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the      

Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not retract 

anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. I cannot do otherwise, here I stand, 

may God help me, Amen.” Scripture had captivated his conscience. He was free from the fear of earthly 

powers. Luther here strikes a blow that resounded through the centuries right down to our own present 

day. It echoes through the US Constitution’s first amendment, giving us free exercise of religion and 

speech. 

                      Continued on back 

Grace Overflows  

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many!  Romans 5:15b 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xBxt3c-dtxa7FVGptxuvXk7m6WSg33gvWzwOQb2EuSTOAxZoXCXT-8wnBMLuL6QooCiN2Nk7RQsajjfnm_RtFGpI4UxovyFHwxz44o6XhCKugrD0Y9mUJavPCZ9aKk-7yijNhwgIHS44LiTM8OVTTBDZ3JVo22xOWwR_XkIrxN2qzO0DnyWlUp5HUhUmbpoEhPss6gduLRd7KJAsd-rd_g==&c=N-fZx21g


Quick Notes 
Congregation Open Forum 

 We will have an Open Forum on Sunday, September 12, at 11:30am following the second    

service to discuss calling a principal. 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 Monthly birthdays and anniversaries are no longer published in our monthly newsletters.     

Copies will be available each month in the tract rack located in the church narthex. 

 

Monthly Newsletter Articles Due 

 Please note that all articles for the Oct. Monthly Newsletter must be turned into the office   

by Sept. 17!  You can email your article to: office@stjohnwaterloo.org or call the office at  

   920-478-2707.   

A Free Conscience Continued 
 

The founders of our republic recognized what Luther had said here, that earthly power has no right 

to control the human spirit and conscience. On the floor of the diet of Worms in April 1521, Luther 

asserted the freedom of the conscience from external coercion. The word of God was alone to rule 

the conscience. Matthew Harrison, the president of our church body has said, "Luther, in a big way, 

for the first time, held forth the idea that the government has no right to coerce the religious       

conscience. None.” And that is the teaching of our church. Against all comers, whether they are 

from the right or the left. We are free to believe and confess as we see fit no matter what our      

government or the Supreme Court says. Luther’s Reformation and the freedom of conscience which 

it staked out in the face of all earthly authority is still a gift that we Lutheran Christians should    

honor, confess, and celebrate today. “It is for freedom that Christ has set you free. Do not be        

enslaved again to a yoke of slavery" (Gal 5:1). Already Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito has 

warned us with these ominous words, “I assume that those who cling to old beliefs (he’s talking 

about you Lutherans) will be able to whisper their thoughts in the recesses of their own homes, but 

if they repeat those views in public, they will risk being labeled as bigots and treated as such by  

governments, employers, and schools" (Obergefell v. Hodges [Dissenting]). 

 

This is not the freedom for which Martin Luther struck the first blow at the Diet of Worms in 1521. 

We have a far better freedom from God. It is not a freedom that can be guaranteed by governments, 

judges, or bureaucracies. Once humans guarantee our freedoms, we are no longer a free people. 

This is the freedom of our Lutheran Reformation, a conscience free from government oppression 

and coercion. Pray God we keep it. 

 

Dr. Scott Murray, Memorial Moment devotion: “A Free Conscience” 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xBxt3c-dtxa7FVGptxuvXk7m6WSg33gvWzwOQb2EuSTOAxZoXCXT-z0mau_UJBdHA6w0AQURPMY7cXR75VE8i4Hz7d33pAWX3OY2bMuqVGVrfcj86jbL6crqF0qAZ0XYGbPk5JlgYlvdVmy2A-Lt4iQmX0qsx1_R6tdBX95EEeFemrY61GdrakWdnVA4_m_XOY3osqLgqmqAtJzuK8Hm-g==&c=N-fZx21g


Thinking Of Others 
St. John Seniors 

 The encouragement committee along with your pastors are updating our ‘shut-in’ list.  We’d like 

to ask for your help.  Since the pandemic hit, the number of members who do not feel  

 comfortable going out has more than doubled.  We are concerned that those members are still 

able to hear the Word of God, and that they have access to the Lord’s Supper.  If you know of one 

of our members who is shut-in, and has not been able to come to church; or, has moved to a 

nursing home or assisted living facility, please contact Pastor Adomeit or Diana Michi so we can 

update our records.  Also, remind them that if they feel uncomfortable in crowds and would like 

 to worship in a safe environment, we have a ‘shut-in’ service the first Wednesday of every month 

at 3:30pm, as long as the virus is a threat.  It is an abbreviated service, with communion, socially 

distanced, with masks required.   

 

Writing Group 

 The Member Care Board invites you to the "Secret Pal" writing group on Tuesday, September 7,  

at 5:30pm. This month we will be writing notes of encouragement to a group of shut ins.  If you 

know of anyone that would like to receive a note, please contact the office, or Diana Michi at  

920-478-4934.   Every member of the congregation is invited.   

Thank You! 
Dear members of St. John Lutheran Church,  
 

We have been humbled by your love and support through prayers and petitions, your 

phone calls, cards and gifts.  We have been greatly encouraged by you.  Despite our 

earthly loss, we are rejoicing in James’ heavenly gain where we know that we will all be 

united one day!  All praise and glory to God.  

                      With gratitude, The Bartz’s 

 

 

 

 

I cannot help but think of Psalm 118:1 as I 

write this note, giving thanks to God for his   

graciousness and goodness. I can happily say 

my Classroom Wish list was bought out not 

once, but twice! I had to restock my Wish list  

because of the kind, gracious hearts so many  

of you have. Thank you for supporting St. Johns in our mission to bring Jesus to these   

Little Lambs that he holds so near and dear to his heart. These materials will help    

create a hands-on, interactive learning experience that so many of these students 

need. I say a prayer of thanks to our gracious Lord for your support of my ministry, my 

students, and our school. 

         Miss Tara Winecke 



Sunday School 
We plan to have in-person Sunday School 

this fall for infants through 6th grade. To 

help us plan and prepare, please sign up 

in the fellowship hall by Sunday,  

September 12. Sunday School will begin 

Sunday, October 3, and will be from  

9:15-10:15am.  This will allow your family 

to worship together at either early or late 

service.  Parents 

are encouraged to 

sit at the feet of  

Jesus while their 

children are.  Bible 

study will be in    

the fellowship hall 

from 9:15-10am.   

LWMS 
 (Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society) 

 

 LWMS recently held their elections.  Newly 

elected officers are Nancy Neupert: secretary 

and Keri Sellnow: vice-president.  Thank you to 

the outgoing officers, Leslie Weber and Arlys 

Buch for their years of service. 
 

 We will resume meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 21, 

at 7pm in the fellowship hall. 
 

 The Capital Circuit Fall Rally is scheduled for 

Saturday, October 16.  St. James Lutheran 

church in Prairie du Sac will host.  Marissa 

Krogman, Missions Promotions Manager will 

present information about the work WELS is 

doing in Vietnam.  Watch for more information 

in the weekly news bulletin. 

September is St. John’s month to staff the Waterloo/Marshall Food 

Pantry on Wednesdays from 7-8pm and on Saturdays from 9-10am.  
 

If you would like to help, a sign-up sheet is located at church, or you 

can contact: Todd Schultz at 478-2332, Diana Michi at 478-4934, or 

Jonathan Schoemann at 478-2722.  
 

We will also have a free will offering for the Waterloo/Marshall Food 

Pantry on Sunday, September 12, and Monday, September 13. 

 

July 2021 Financial Report 
 

 

 July Operating Fund Income $23,571.16  

 July Operating Fund Expenses $54,845.26 
 

 July Operating Fund Deficit         ( $31,274.10) 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not        

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  



Summer 2021 marked yet another milestone for TiN & LLHS—the 100% volunteer store has gifted OVER $6 

MILLION to the Lakeside Lutheran ministry, including general operating, wish list and special projects. With 

enrollment at 457 this fall, Twice is Nice support just in the past year is the equivalent of $1,000 toward the 

cost to educate for each & every student. 

 

Volunteer: Find out how easy and fun it is to help! We are eager to host you in a “no-pressure” visit to explore 

the store, meet some volunteers and learn about opportunities for you to have fun and feel productive     

making a vital difference for Lakeside Lutheran. Come with a friend! Call 920-674-6868 and ask for the day 

manager. We welcome our newest volunteer: Karen Hafenstein (St. Paul, Lake Mills). 

 

Shop: September brings all things fall and winter. Halloween costumes hit the floor August 23, and Christmas 

items start October 3 with a full inventory in stock the following week. We’re easy-to-find and open Mondays--

Saturdays from 10 AM-4 PM: just a minute east on the Hwy 18 exit off the 26 bypass at 907 W. Racine St., 

next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly. 

 

Donate: Another reminder that we appreciate your “saleable” donations (i.e., clean and in good working     

order).  We accept items in the back of the building from 10-3:30 PM any day we’re open. See the FAQs page 

at twiceisnice.shop for items we cannot accept.   

Twice is Nice 

 Classroom Wish List  
All the renovations look great in the Early Childhood wing of the school!  To add to the children's’ learning       

experiences I have made a list of some things I think the kids would really enjoy having in the classroom. If 

you are interested in making a donation to our classroom, I have created a wish list on Amazon.  Please email 

me at mdorn@stjohnwaterloo.com  if you would like me to share the list with you or if you need more            

information.  Thank you for all the support you have given to our school to make it possible for us to share the 

one thing needed with our community!   ~Mrs. Mary Dorn 

 

These are the items I am hoping to add to our room: 

 Sony headphones 9.99 

 Washable ink stamp pads 10.69  

 Rubbing Plates 18.34 

 Mini Dustpan and Broom set 11.59  

 Toy kitchen, food, pots and pans set 19.99 

 Set of 5, doll clothes 15.88  

 If anyone has too many Legos they would like to donate,  

those never really get old. 

 Playdoh is also something I would like.  It could be bought  

 or there are several recipes on-line if someone would like  

 to try making it for the classroom.  

Mrs. Dorn’s Kindergarten 

Wish List 

 Magnetic Tile Building Blocks 34.67 

 Retractable Doll Stroller 15.99  

 Marble Run Set 36.99 

 12” African American Baby Doll 16.99  

 Navy Blue Cushion Covers 20.99 

 Get well doll with doctor kit 18.69  

 2 Pack 28x28 Throw Pillows 31.99 

 Kwik Stix Tempera Paint 17.10  



September Usher Schedule 
Sept.    5   8:00 am Jerry Neuberger & Maddux Anacker, Todd & Terra Schultz 

  10:30 am Cody Gulrud, Juan Gulrud, Brian Duckert, and Andrew Duckert 

Sept.    6   7:00 pm No Worship - Labor Day 

 

Sept.  12   8:00 am Scott Baumann, Caden Baumann, Leon Soter, and Max Soter 

  10:30 am Bill King, Sue Zimmerman, Jennifer Zimmerman, & Sara Kaukl 

Sept.  13   7:00 pm Deb Weihert 

 

Sept.  19   8:00 am Scott Baumann, Caden Baumann, Leon Soter, and Max Soter 

  10:30 am Bill King, Sue Zimmerman, Jennifer Zimmerman, & Sara Kaukl 

Sept.  20   7:00 pm Larry & Bev Strauss 

 

Sept.  26   8:00 am Greg, Judy, and Kortnie Filter, Rhonda Goehl 

  10:30 am Cody Gulrud, Juan Gulrud, Brian Duckert, and Andrew Duckert 

Sept.  27   7:00 pm Deb Weihert 

 

As a member of St. John, we have added you to the usher group.         

If you are unable to assist for your assigned times, please attempt to 

find a replacement.  If you cannot find a replacement, please contact  

the usher coordinator.  If you have preferred months and services you 

would like to usher, or you need to be removed from the group, please 

email the office at office@stjohnwaterloo.org or contact the usher   

coordinator, Theresa Steindorf at 608-219-1512. Thank you! 

September Greeter Schedule 
Sept.    5   8:00 am Joseph & Cecelia Sornson and Family  

  10:30 am Help!  

 

Sept.  12   8:00 am Steve & Lois Leistico  

  10:30 am Justin & Janelle Sellnow and Family  

 

Sept.  19   8:00 am Sharon Essmann  

  10:30 am Help!  

 

Sept.  26   8:00 am Jamie & Kim Dahlke  

  10:30 am Rachelle Jaeger and Family  

 

If you are interested and able to help greet on Sunday mornings,  

please contact Kim Dahlke at 920-988-2370 or Jamie Dahlke  

at 920-253-6390. 



St. John Lutheran Church and School 
 

 

413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594 

Phone: 920-478-2707  

     Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com E-mail: office@stjohnwaterloo.org 
 

Pastors 

 Pastor Chris Esmay     Pastor Jim Adomeit  

 office: 920-478-2707 ext. 301     office:  920-478-2707 ext. 302   

 cell: 785-409-0634      home:  920-478-2436  

        cell: 920-463-0339 
 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod  

Providing full time Christian education grades 3K-12 through our own  

Lutheran Elementary School and our association with Lakeside Lutheran High School 
 

Faculty 

Mark Eternick – Principal & 6-8          Allan Boeder –  3-5 

Mary Dorn – K     Kerri Esmay – Director & 3K/4K 

Tara Winecke – 1-2     Emily Brusenbach – 3K/4K 
 

Staff 

Lacey Behm – 3K/4K Assistant         John Skalitzky – Custodian 
Tammy Musser –  Administrative Assistant 

Church Council Highlights 
 Roll Call – Eric Haley, Don Gay, Steve Leistico, Tony Bosnak, Dan Nelson, Jeff Sellnow,      

 Jonathan Schoemann, Mark Eternick, Pastor Esmay and Pastor Adomeit. 

 Transferred In: Lori Yerges from Resurrection in Verona, WI per Pastor Adomeit. 

 Windows will be washed for the August 29 community open house. 

 Several members have volunteered for Sunday School, but still need more.   

 School Board  Reported we will need another aide for 3K/4K program.  Kerri Esmay is looking 

 into finding an aide.  We will be letting volunteers work from home and have access to 

 school/church information.   

 Discussed the proposed employment and benefit policy #16. 

 Properties Board  Reported there is no exhaust system for school bathrooms.  It will be      

 decided what to do next year.  We are waiting for a quote on what we can do for the new 

 meeting room off the gym.  The room across from the music room needs to be cleaned out. 

 Action Items  A motion was made and seconded to have a Free Will Offering for the Waterloo/

 Marshall Food Pantry on September 12.  Motion carried. 

 Meetings  All boards meeting will be held at 6:30pm on September 7, and next church council 

 meeting will be held at 6:30pm on September 14.     

http://www.stjohnwaterloo.com
mailto:office@stjohnwaterloo.org


 

 

 

 

2021-2022 Church Council & Board Members 
  

  
 CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS: President - Eric Haley 920-988-8389 

         Vice President - Ron Draeger 920-478-3868 

                                                           Treasurer - Steve Leistico 920-988-3557 

  Secretary - Don Gay 920-253-8775  

 

 MEMBER CARE BOARD: Chairman - Dan Nelson 608-658-2577   

  Member - Jim Riege 920-650-4079 

  Member - Pastor David Haeuser 414-323-3347 

 

 PROPERTIES BOARD: Chairman - Jeff Sellnow 920-988-8845  

                                            Member - Jeff Holzhueter 920-478-2187 

  Member - Jarrett Kuhl 920-988-3782  

  Member - Kurt Keach 608-333-1811  

  Member - Open 

 

 MINISTRIES SUPPORT BOARD: Chairman - Jonathan Schoemann 920-478-2722  

 Member - Ben Griffin 920-988-3258 

  Member - Open 

  

 BOARD OF EDUCATION: Chairman - Tony Bosnak 920-630-0022 

  Member - Ben Wink 920-915-7360 

  Member - Josh Lauersdorf 920-988-9318 

    

 LAKESIDE GENERAL BOARD:  - Ryan Skalitzky 608-513-6515 

     - Larry Holzhueter 920-285-3963

    - Todd Schleef 920-285-4221 


