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Not Sad but Glad 

  
A man born in a no account rural town, who disobeyed his parents by giving up a lucrative              

profession in the law and became a lecturer at a tiny, newly-founded university in a little town, ended 

up reforming the Western church while shaking to its foundations the Roman papacy. Perhaps 

you’ve heard of this man: Dr. Martin Luther. Who could have predicted his impact in the world? Who 

could have said that this man’s work would be read all over Europe? Who could have known that  

Luther would return to the church the old biblical teaching that we hear in our text for this occasion 

that our righteousness is counted to us by the merciful act of God in the person of his Offspring born 

of Mary? 

 

Yet, this is always God’s way. Just when things look most hopeless, unaccountable, beyond rescue, 

even beyond our comprehension, just then God fulfills his promises to his people. The small are 

made great. The weak strong. The meek inheritors. The fearful become the confident. The hopeless 

are given hope. The barren are promised children numbering like the stars in the sky. 

 

The world counts you as nothing. You belong to a little, faithful parish, perhaps in some little town. 

How big places and big churches boast over against you. They have the authority. They have the 

great Emporia in which thousands gather. They are demanding greater political clout in the church. 

They have television audiences. They have the beautiful preachers. You have a little church. You 

have only the authority which God gives His little flock. You have little clout. You have no television 

audience. And most clearly of all, you don’t have beautiful preachers. 

 

How God mocks greatness as the world counts it! Abram can’t even boast a single child (Genesis 

15:1-6). It appears his own faithful household steward, Eliezer, was beginning to count on inheriting 

the estate of Abram upon his passing, after all the great man can’t even 

sire a child. How distressing this must have been for Abram. He has  

heard God’s promises repeated to him. He has seen God’s blessing given 

to him in material possessions and in great military victories, but after all 

the sheep are counted and all the loot added up and distributed, the  

richness of Abram will not calm his heart; it cannot give him a child. He 

sees so clearly the vanity of things, even things that are divine blessings, 

when God seems to be withholding the spiritual blessings He has  

promised. Yet, Abraham will not be afraid. He has God’s own Word and 

promise to him, which the Lord is not hesitant to repeat to him.  

 

      A “Memorial Moment” devotion, 12 July 2021  

Grace Overflows  

A U G U S T ,  2 0 2 1  

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many!  Romans 5:15b 



Quick Notes 
Shut-In Worship Service will be held on Wednesday, August 4, at 3:30pm. Masks are required!   
 

Dorcas Society The ladies will be meeting at the Barrel Inn in Deansville for lunch at 12pm on 

Wednesday, August 25. Following their luncheon, they will meet at church at 2pm for their   

monthly meeting. All ladies of the congregation are welcome to attend. 
 

Monthly News Articles for the September newsletter are due by August 16, 2021. 

Worship/Office Hours/Cable Times 
 
 
 

 

Church Services 
  

Sunday mornings: 8am and 10:30am 

Monday evenings: 7pm 
 

 

Summer Office Hours 
 

8am-12pm, Monday-Friday 

(or by appointment) 

Cable Worship Service 
Times—Channel 992 

 

Monday at 5pm, Tuesday at 
7pm, Wednesday at 12pm, and  

Thursday at 10am  

Shop: If you’ve visited our Jefferson location, you know the great     

bargains that can be found every day on 1,000s of items, but this 

month brings even more excitement for bargain hunters. From     

August 12-18, all clothing is half-off. Not enough? How about 50¢      

 on all remaining summer clothing from August 19-21? What’s more, Fall & Halloween items hit 

the floor August 1, and winter clothing will begin to appear August 23. Mark your calendar and 

find us open Mondays-Saturdays from 10-4pm: we’re just a minute east on the Hwy 18 exit off 

the 26 bypass at 907 W. Racine St., next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly. 

Volunteer: We thank two new teen volunteers—Kaylee Schrader (Bethany, Fort Atkinson), and Elijah 

Vik (St. Paul, Fort Atkinson) — it’s a great opportunity to have fun with friends as teens serve! 

What might appeal to you? Cashiering, unloading donations at the back door, sorting clothing or 

working in departments from shoes to Halloween, we have it. Being on track for sales of 

$800,000 in 2021 means more than ever that you are needed to keep our 100% volunteer store 

operating well, and we are ready to give you the support to make it a rewarding experience. 

Donate: Having a rummage sale? Skipping your garage sale this year? Keep us in mind when you’re 

finished or needing an alternative – our donation drop-off hours include every day the store is 

open, from 10am- 3:30pm. Bring donations to the door on the back side of the store, no           

appointment needed. Call 920-674-6868 and ask for the day manager if you have questions. 

Twice is Nice 



  

OWLS Chapter 64 is Restarting 
It’s time to restart meetings of our ROCK RIVER AREA OWLS – PTL!   The start-up meeting is 

planned for 1:30pm the third Tuesday of September (21st) at St John’s in Waterloo. We’ll       

assemble in the new fellowship hall for a presentation on “Renewed Fellowship and Fun         

Activities.” Refreshments served by St John members. Officer reports given by President Jim  

Lillo, VP Dave Plocher, Secretary JoAnn Lillo and Treasurer Naomi Plocher. Future plans are to 

be discussed. OWLS is an acronym for Organization  

of WELS Lutheran Seniors who are retired and/or 50 

years plus and like to enjoy interesting activities. Our 

Chapter 64 includes members from a dozen WELS 

and ELS congregations along the winding Rock River 

as it flows from Hustisford in the north southward to 

Fort Atkinson. St John Lutheran Church and School    

is at 413 E. Madison St on highways 19 and 89 in   

Waterloo.  All seniors are invited! 

Sunday School 
The Member Care Board is planning to have in person    

Sunday School for the 2021-2022 school year.  To make 

this successful we will need your help.  We are looking for a 

coordinator, teachers, and helpers. If you are willing and 

able to help serve in this way, please contact the office at  

920-478-2707 or Dan Nelson of Member Care Board at  

608-658-2577.  Thank You.  

New Coffee Mugs 
Want a new cup for coffee, tea, or just a place to collect pencils? A    

limited number of ceramic coffee cups featuring St. John's name are 

available for a $5.00 (or more) contribution to our Building Fund. The 

12-ounce cups are matte black with a red interior.  Church and school 

are identified in white. You can get them in the fellowship hall after  

Sunday services, beginning August 1st. A hundred of these cups have 

also been donated for use at church functions. 

Family Fun Day! 
Join us Saturday, August 14, from 9-11am at St. John Church 

and fellowship hall. Register with Kerri by Tuesday, August 10, 

at kesmay@stjohnwaterloo.com if you plan to attend to allow  

us time to gather supplies. 



Red Cross Blood Drive 
Friday, August 13, from 12:30-5:30pm  

 

I am looking for a few volunteers to help with the Blood Drive on Friday, August 13.  We will be 

serving ONLY pre-packaged food items at this time, due to the Covid Variants.  Perhaps by the 

Spring event we will be able to provide our ‘normal items’ 
 

Registration: 1 person each shift (this will be set up in the entry way to the Fellowship Hall)  

  12:15-2:30pm and 2:15-5:30pm 
 

Fellowship Hall: Canteen  12:15-2:30 (2 people minimum)  and 2:15-close (2 people - minimum)  
 

There is a sign up sheet available in the church entrance or you may contact the office at       

920-478-2707.  The Red Cross is very excited to be able to see and use our new facility!   
 

If you have any questions, I can be contacted via email: ursg487@gmail.com, or by telephone: 

608.445.5402 (this number will accept text if you prefer) or 920.478.8240 I work from home, 

but I can be difficult to reach during the daytime hours, so please leave me a message if I do not 

answer. 

                        Thanks!  Rhonda Goehl 

September is St. John’s month to staff the food pantry on  

Wednesdays from 7-8pm and on Saturdays from 9-10am.  If you 

would like to help, a sign-up sheet is located at church, or you can 

contact: Todd Schultz at 478-2332, Diana Michi at 478-4934, or      

Jonathan Schoemann at 478-2722.  

In place of our annual church and school picnic this year, we will be hosting an Open House for 

members and the community to view our new fellowship hall and school refurbishing project. A 

light meal will be provided by a committee, no potluck.  We will have two church services at 8am 

and 10:30am. During the 10:30am service, our faculty will be installed.  Around 11:30am, you 

will be able to tour the new facilities and enjoy some delicious food and fellowship.   



ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 
 

 

 413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594 
 

 

     WELS                                            Phone: 920-478-2707  
      

Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com E-mail: office@stjohnwaterloo.org 
 
 

Pastors 
 

 Pastor Chris Esmay Pastor Jim Adomeit  
 office: 920-478-2707 ext. 301   office:  920-478-2707 ext. 302   
 cell: 785-409-0634  home:  920-478-2436  
   cell: 920-463-0339 

 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
Providing full time Christian education grades 3K-12 

through our own Lutheran Elementary School and our  
association with Lakeside Lutheran High School 

 
 

Faculty 
Mark Eternick – Principal & 6-8         Allan Boeder –  3-5 
Mary Dorn – K  Kerri Esmay – Director & 3K/4K 
Tara Winecke – 1-2  Emily Brusenbach – 3K/4K 

Staff 
 

Lacey Behm – 3K/4K Assistant         John Skalitzky – Custodian 
Tammy Musser –  Administrative Assistant 

Ordering Scrip Over Summer 
For the summer months of July and August, the Scrip orders are due and picked up on the     

following dates:  

  

Order forms and monies due by noon                   Pick up dates by noon 
 

           August 6                 August 12   

           August 20                 August 27  
 

Additional order forms are available in the office and at church.  Start using Scrip today to earn 

money towards tuition and the school!  Grandparents, aunts, uncles, friends, etc.; this is a way 

you can help a family with their tuition costs.  If you have any questions, please contact Nikki 

Burbach or Krista Skalitzky.  

Thank You! 
God is good! On behalf of my family and myself, thank you for all of 

your generosity and kind words, both recently and in the past years. 

Keep strong in his Word, always listening!                                                                                                                                  

         Karla Haley  

http://www.stjohnwaterloo.com
mailto:office@stjohnwaterloo.org


Miss Winecke’s Classroom Wish List 
I am so thankful for the support that has come from this congregation over the past year I have been 

here. There are countless blessings from God that we see every day, especially in our school! As I prepare 

for the upcoming school year, I created a list of books and tools I would love to add to my classroom. If 

you would like to make a donation to my, please contact me via email twinecke@stjohnwaterloo.com or 

call the office so I can send the list to you to directly purchase the item(s) over Amazon. If you are not 

comfortable making a purchase through Amazon, we can work something else out!  If you have any      

other questions, feel free to contact me!                 --- Miss Winecke 

 

Amazon Wish list: 1) Pink and Say Book; $5.00,  2) Old Black Fly Book; $ 8.99,  3) I am the Dog, I Am    

the Cat Book; $17.99,  4) Exclamation Mark Book; $14.39,  5) Come On, Rain! Book; $12.11,   

 6) Gentle Giant Octopus Book; $7.99,  7) Not Now Said the Cow! Book; $9.95,  8) Diary of a Spider 

Book; $15.04,  9) Diary of a Worm Book; $15.50, 10) Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale Book; $13.17, 

11) Knuffle Bunny Too Book; $11.96,  12) My Great-Aunt Arizona Book; $6.99,  13) The Great Fuzz 

Frenzy Book; $7.99,  14) Desk Pencil Holder Pack $15.64,  15) Letter Construction Set; $36.49,    

16) Whiteboard Timer; $21.99,  17) Erase Pocket Sleeves; $18.95,  18) Unifix Cube Letters; $27.20, 

19) Write On/Wipe Off Dice Set; $24.81,  20) Melissa and Doug Wooden Letter Stamp Set; $19.99,  

21) Mercy Watson Boxed Set Book Series; $23.56,  22) Color Coded Learning Links; $14.64, and   

23) Picasso Tiles 100 Piece Building Set; $47.99.   

St. John August Usher Schedule 
August    1   8:00 am Gavin & Jessie Peck and Norman & Sue Peck 

  10:30 am John & Theresa Steindorf, Kathy Schroeder, and Katie Wagner 

August    2   7:00 pm Chris Detert 

 

August    8   8:00 am Armin Schwartz, Gene Kegler, Glenn Kegler, and Mike Kegler 

  10:30 am Bryan, Heather, Allen, and Paige Lester 

August    9   7:00 pm Chris Detert 

 

August 15   8:00 am Armin Schwartz, Gene Kegler, Glenn Kegler, and Mike Kegler 

  10:30 am Bryan, Heather, Allen, and Paige Lester 

August 16   7:00 pm Alan Stout 

 

August 22   8:00 am John & Theresa Steindorf, Kathy Schroeder, and Katie Wagner 

  10:30 am Pedro, Kerry, Seth, and Ethan Lozano 

August 23   7:00 pm Alan Stout 

 

August 29   8:00  am Jerry & Rhonda Neuberger and Todd & Terra Schultz 

  10:30 am Pedro, Kerry, Seth, and Ethan Lozano 

August 30   7:00 pm Jean Buss 

 

If you would like to help with ushering, please contact  

Theresa Steindorf by calling 608-655-3047.    



June, 2021 Church Council Highlights  
Roll Call:  Harland Walker, Ron Draeger, Don Gay, Terry Kuhl, Gary Duckert, Dan Nelson, 

 Ryan Skalitzky, Tony Bosnak, Mark Eternick, Pastor Esmay, and Pastor Adomeit.  
 

President’s Report: The sign for in front of fellowship hall has City of Waterloo approval.    
 

Membership Changes In:  † 2021 Confirmands: Maddux Anacker, Remington Braun, Kyleigh Detert, 

Gracie Gingles, Paige Lester, Allianna Schleef, and Mara Skalitzky.    
  

Membership Changes Out: †  None 
   

 A motion was made and seconded to accept membership changes In and Out.  Motion carried. 
 

Executive Board: 4 people were interviewed for the custodian position and they recommended          

John Skalitzky. A motion was made and seconded to accept recommendation.  Motion carried. 
 

Member Care Board: Reported only one person had signed up to be a Secret Pal for confirmands.  The 

Member Care Board is hoping for in person Sunday School.  Also, discussed church picnic/open 

house for new fellowship hall. Sunday, August 29, is installation Sunday, so many people will be 

there on that date.    
 

Board of Christian Education:  Reported on new desks and chairs purchased. Presented school roster 

and break down per grade. A motion was made and seconded to accept the difference on the 

quote for desks and chairs.  Motion carried.  A motion was made and seconded to change policy for 

tuition to have the Board of Education make a recommendation to church council and then have 

the congregation approve any recommendation of the church council from board done annually.  

Motion carried. 
 

Properties Board: Remodeling of school is in full gear.  Jeff Sellnow is going to be new chairman of  the 

Properties Board. 
  

Ministry Support Board:  Christe Beyer is no longer going to do the usher list.    
 

Action Item:  Harland Walker thanked outgoing members and said he enjoyed his tenure. 
 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 6:30pm.   

June, 2021 Voters’ Meeting Highlights 
Roll Call: 22 signed voters’ meeting book 
 

  1)  A motion was made and seconded to accept Call from Mrs. Emily Brusenbach as second 3K/4K 

 teacher. Motion carried.   
 

  2)  The proposed improvements to St. John School building was presented and discussed.  Proposed 

 was the abatement of asbestos, remodel lower hall(3K/4K) bathrooms, new flooring in hallways, 

 one classroom, and old office/sick room, painting of halls, etc. 
 

  3) A motion was made and seconded to approve the proposed improvements to St. John School    

 building as presented for a cost of $170,628.00. Motion carried.   Monies for school improvements 

 will come from the WELS Investment fund account.  



 

 

 

2021-2022 Church Council & Board Members 
  

 CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS: President - Eric Haley 920-988-8389 
         Vice President - Ron Draeger 920-478-3868 
                                                           Treasurer - Steve Leistico 920-988-3557 
  Secretary - Don Gay 920-253-8775  
 

 MEMBER CARE BOARD: Chairman - Dan Nelson 608-658-2577   
  Member - Jim Riege 920-650-4079 
  Member - Pastor David Haeuser 414-323-3347 
 

 PROPERTIES BOARD: Chairman - Jeff Sellnow 920-988-8845  
                                            Member - Jeff Holzhueter 920-478-2187 
  Member - Jarrett Kuhl 920-988-3782  
  Member - Kurt Keach 608-333-1811  
  Member - Open 
 

 MINISTRIES SUPPORT BOARD: Chairman - Jonathan Schoemann 920-478-2722  
 Member - Ben Griffin 920-988-3258 

  Member - Open 
  

 BOARD OF EDUCATION: Chairman - Tony Bosnak 920-630-0022 
  Member - Ben Wink 920-915-7360 
  Member - Josh Lauersdorf 920-988-9318 
    

 LAKESIDE GENERAL BOARD:  - Ryan Skalitzky 608-513-6515 
   - Larry Holzhueter 920-285-3963 
   - Todd Schleef 920-285-4221 

    June, 2021 Operating Fund     Year to Date June, 2021 
 

Income  $27,611.01  Income $629,749.94  

Expenses  $44,947.40   Expenses $547,551.14 

Deficit  $17,336.39  Surplus $  82,198.80*   

 

   * The 2021 year end surplus is due to PPP forgiveness loans. 

 
Year to Date June, 2021 
 

   Lakeside Operating: $19,329.50 (Requested $54,500; Goal $20,000)       

   Mission (CMO): $33,722.50 (Goal $42,000)     

  Building Fund Balance: $64,038.38 
 

For God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7b    

Financial Report 


