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“Stay With Me.” 

  

 It was calculated the cost of raising a child is a quarter of a million dollars. That didn’t come in 

the “kid” kit. “We brought nothing into this world. And we can take nothing out” (1 Tim 6:7). So what 

are we for? What do we need? 
 

 We have experienced, in a way that felt differently, things taken from us. Freedoms we           

assumed. Confidence in…stability. Of the economy, society, food, energy supply. We have experienced 

the instability of…stability. Perhaps one big lesson is the Gospel lesson: “I AM the vine.” Not the gov-

ernment, economy, a food or energy supply chain. Col 1: “in him all things hold together.” What he 

made the world with is what sustains it. When he cursed the fig tree, it wasn’t what he did. But 

stopped doing. Looking on in silent word to sustain it. He says he won’t withdraw the word to “know 

your needs and well provide you” even if and though all human institutions fail and fall.  
 

 “Remain in me.” Makes sense. “remain in me” presupposes something massive. He’s           

available. We have him! There were rumors Aaron Rodgers was unhappy in Green Bay. If there were   

to be a separation, one landing spot mentioned was Denver. That would change my team from cellar 

to contender. I’d pop a Rick Flair: “Woooo!” I’d say something like, “We got him!” We didn’t have      

someone of infinitely more significance. I asked the 8th graders on a test: Why is sin such a big deal? 

Is 59:2, “Your sins have separated you from God.” We lost him. There is no greater loss. Who we are 

for. Where life is from. How we live. 
 

 These words were spoken in the Upper Room, the night Jesus was betrayed and “took bread….” 

“Remain in me.” Not one did. Peter denied he had any connection. In that moment Peter said, “I don’t 

want him.” Do you know who he is?! He shouldn’t want me! We can’t get it. In high school I remember I 

didn’t want people to see me praying before I ate. In that moment, I preferred man’s opinion which is 

nothing to God who is everything. To want to keep our connection to him quiet, the One not ashamed 

to wear my shame before the world. I’m the worst person I know. So many “I don’t want him”            

moments. Sunday mornings God invites me to his house to freely give invaluable goods. What he said 

to Adam he can say to us: “Where are you?” In that moment, nothing or what is far less is preferable to 

God who is everything. Wednesday afternoon my prayers say, “I don’t want you. I want something from 

you.” I shouldn’t live because of this. And a whole lot of that. How can he want me? 
 

 Branches teach me something about me. You can’t be an island, do your own thing. A branch 

all by itself that does its own thing doesn’t make sense. We are built to have to tap into something/

someone. Years ago, I counseled a young, strong guy, in pieces, because the woman he was so       

desperate for didn’t want him anymore. Why does it hurt so much? It’s a person. It’s even more        

 

                                                                                                        Continued on next page.  

Grace Overflows  

J U N E ,  2 0 2 1  

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many!  Romans 5:15b 



  

depressing that we think being with God doesn’t make you happy.  
 

 We are unlit light bulbs looking to plug in to something, someone that will light them up. 

“Someone make me happy!” But people are unlit, too. Unlit light bulbs plugging into unlit light bulbs for 

light doesn’t work. Ps 62:1: “My soul finds rest in God alone.” But the only and best choice was my last 

choice I didn’t choose at all. Beautiful are these words: “You didn’t choose me.” But “I [still] chose you.” 

“I don’t want him” is why “he took bread: this is my body. And wine: this is my blood. Forgiveness.” Jesus 

hands’ at ascension were not curled in a fist to curse or condemn but raised in  blessing attached to a 

body that still has the holes and slashes; still scarred with the extensive damage of removing those sins. 

Today, in these verses, he is reaching for us with his nail-scarred hands to plug us into alone what 

makes alive. “I AM the Vine.” I can be nothing without Christ forgiving me. I can be nothing without 

peace with God first. He gave us God back! And if God is for us… 
 

 Max Lucado wrote, “Take a fish and put him on a beach. Watch his gills gasp. Is he happy? How 

do you make him happy? Do you get him sunglasses? Bring him a martini? You put him back in the    

water. He will never be happy on the beach because he was not made for the beach.”  
 

 Bill and Melinda Gates are divorcing. Not much more a man can have than Bill Gates. There was 

a story that divorce began a couple years ago, connected with Bill Gates having connections with Jeffrey        

Epstein. Maybe you know what he was into. Who knows what is true. We do know this scenario: a      

person gets to the weekend to light up all the pleasure centers. Then the weekend is over. Is he happy? 

If he wants to do it again, it’s precisely because nothing, no one gives happiness that stays. Evidence  

we were created for something more. “I AM the vine.”  
 

 Jesus isn’t about everything. He’s about something specific. One specific vine.  

The devil works to infect the church culture that it’s a once in a while thing. For a branch to come once 

in a while, to get by with as little care as possible, is how branches wither. And…die. Jesus isn’t about 

everything. He’s about something specific. This vine has what washes away sins. This vine has power to 

identify the lies of the devil. This vine has strength for today; strength to lead a more godly life today 

than yesterday. “Remain in me” switches to “my words remain in you” which teaches how we  “Stay with 

me.” “One thing is needed” (Luke 10:42). 
 

 When someone is badly injured and on the precipice of death, the attending commonly say, 

“Stay With Me.” They aren’t asking that person to do anything just not change anything. 8 times Jesus 

says, “remain.” He is not asking you to do something. Just don’t change anything. Stay where I put you. 

You did not get here on your own. For the Almighty all things are easy except 1: saving your life. How 

hard, how much it hurt, how much damage he still wears to get you in that spot, the pew you are now. I      

baptized you and gave you what we can’t live without: trust. You know me, what I did, that I did it for 

you.  In Confirmation I taught you the words that made water baptism. “Stay with me.”  
 

 I have for you the very best things that remain long after the distractions and momentary          

experiences have turned to dust. In him alone is a life that isn’t just existence. In him alone is a life that 

survives when the heart, brain, lungs, organs stop. In him is a life that is the goal of life: the enduring 

joys of heaven. As each day presents another challenge or one that won’t go away, in him alone no  

trouble is bigger than God’s ability to overturn it or help us overcome it. “I AM the vine.” And you are the 

branches. You are in the very best spot you can be in. He who creates the uncountable legions at his 

disposal…sees you, the one to him. “Lost no more.” So… “Stay with me.” Amen. 
 

 

                                                            Sermon on John 15:1-8 preached Confirmation Sunday 5.16.2021 

 

 



Quick Notes 
Shut-In Worship Service  will be held on Wednesday, June 2, at 3:30pm. Masks are required!   
 

LWMS will not be meeting in June, July and August. 
 

LWMS Convention The 58th annual LWMS convention will be June 24–27.  The theme for this 

year is “Proclaim God’s Promises”.  The convention will be virtual this year and anyone is      

invited to participate.  Please watch for updates in the weekly bulletins for plans to watch at     

St. John’s. 
  
Dorcas Society The ladies will be meeting at the Barrel Inn in Deansville for lunch at 12pm on 

Wednesday, June 30. Following their luncheon, they will meet at church at 2pm for their   

monthly meeting. The Dorcas Society is open to all confirmed ladies of the congregation and 

they usually meet once a month. If you would like to participate or would like additional          

information regarding Dorcas, please feel free to come to the luncheon and/or the meeting on 

June 30.  
 

Monthly News Articles for the July newsletter are due by June 14, 2021. 

Annual Open Forum and Voters’ Meeting  
 

 The annual open forum will be held on Sunday, June 13, between services, 

around 9am.  
 

 The annual voters’ meeting will be held on Sunday, June 27, at 6pm. (Please 

note the new time.) 

Worship/Office Hours/Cable Times 
 
 
 

 

Church Services 
  

Sunday mornings: 8am and 10:30am 

Monday evenings: 7pm 
 

 

Summer Office Hours 
 

8am-12pm, Monday-Friday 

(or by appointment) 

Cable Worship Service 
Times—Channel 992 

 

Monday at 5pm, Tuesday at 
7pm, Wednesday at 12pm, and  

Thursday at 10am  



2021-2022 3k-8th 

 Grade Registration 
 

 Excellent Academic Education 

 Outstanding Christian Education 

 Safe and Secure Environment 

 Increased Student Attention 

 Enhanced Focus on Learning 

 

Parents of St. John are comforted to know their 

children are being equipped spiritually, socially, 

academically, and physically for their future. 

 

Referrals of your friends, neighbors, and family 

are always welcome and additional information or 

tours can be directed to Principal Mark Eternick, 

or the school office at 920-478-2707. 

 

Our fall registration will be held on Thursday,    

August 5, from 4:00 - 7:30pm. 

 

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when 

he is old he will not turn from it.”  Proverbs 22:21 

Tuition Prepay 
 Fund 

St. John’s has a “Tuition Prepay 

Fund” that is available to all families 

who send their child/children to  

St. John school.  This fund allows     

parents to prepay their tuition 

monthly throughout the summer 

months prior to the start of school 

and then continue during 

the school year.  If you would like to 

take advantage of this program, 

please contact the school office or 

Mr. Eternick at 920-478-2707 as 

soon as possible.  
June 20 

Happy  

Fathers 

Day! 

The father of the righteous  

will greatly rejoice; 

He who fathers a wise son  

will be glad in him. 

Proverbs 23:24 



Attention High School Graduates 
 and Current College Students 

     St. John’s Encouragement Committee has a College Care Program.    

     Our committee would like to be able to encourage you to remain in God's  

Word through the College Care Program and let you know the local churches near you so that you 

could attend one when you’re not able to get home over the weekends or holidays.  We would also 

like to include current college students as well in this program!  Would you please contact the   

office with your contact information once you leave for college in the fall.  Email address is:           

office@stjohnwaterloo.org or call 920-478-2707.  Looking forward to hearing from you! 
 

        Safe travels and God’s blessings to you, 

        The Encouragement Committee 

St. John Confirmand Secret Pal 
There are seven young people from St. John who were  confirmed on Sunday, 

May 16. Their names and picture are posted on the back wall in the narthex 

and in the above article.  If you would like to  encourage any of these young 

confirmands in their faith by sending a birthday card, holiday card, and notes of 

encouragement, please contact Diana Michi at 920-478-4934. 

  

 

Congratulations to our 2021  

Confirmation class who were  

confirmed on Sunday, May 16.   

They are back row l-r: Pastor  

Adomeit, Remington Braun,  

Maddux Anacker, Noah Kilian 

(from St. Paul’s, Marshall,) and  

Pastor Esmay.  Front row l-r:  

Gracie Gingles, Allianna Schleef,  

Paige Lester, Kyleigh Detert,  

and Mara Skalitzky. 

Confirmation 



Did you know? Twice Is Nice has been posting almost daily on its     

Facebook page with sales and photos of inventory in various depart-

ments, from furniture to sporting goods, holiday items to vintage     

collectables. Check it out, like, follow and share at @TINresale 
 

Donate: Looking to clean out this summer? Twice is Nice is pleased to accept your donations of resalable 

items. Need the list of items we cannot accept? Please, no VHS tapes, old microwaves, bunk beds, large 

metal desks, paint, printers-computers, encyclopedias, mattresses, box springs, organs, pianos, TVs,    

console stereos, car seats, treadmills, large or non-working small appliances, broken or significantly soiled 

items. Look for the sign and ring the doorbell at the back of the building from 10-3:30 PM Mon-Sat.      

Donation receipts are available. 
 

Shop: Did you know that in addition to fabulous everyday prices, TiN runs 50% off sales at the end of every 

month? For example, all green-tagged items are 50% off from May 25-31. What color will the 50% off tags 

be in June? Shop and find out! We’re easy-to-find: just a minute east on the Hwy 18 exit off the 26 bypass 

at 907 W. Racine St., next to the Piggly Wiggly. Call 920-674-6868 with questions. Open every day except 

Sunday and holidays from 10-4. 
 

Volunteer: Catch the fever of a Twice is Nice volunteer—whether it once a month or once a week, whether it’s 

taking care of a department, fixing items or clerking, we have a fun, productive opportunity for you to 

make a real difference. We have several churches represented with new volunteers—talk to one of them 

and come along next time! Shirley Couper (St. Luke, Watertown), Kip Head (St. John, Watertown), Narda 

Mack (St. Paul, Fort), Hazel and Thomas Rooker (St. John, Jefferson), (Student) Harrison Pitzner (St. Paul, 

Lake Mills). No expertise needed; you’ll get all the training you need. Pray about it with a friend and visit   

us soon!  

Twice is Nice 

     April 2021 Operating Fund               Year to Date April 2021 
 

Income $31,048.42           Income $469,155.27 

Expenses $50,294.72          Expenses     $454,984.28 

Deficit $19,246.30 Surplus $  14,170.99 
 

 

   Year to Date April 2021 
 

    Lakeside Operating: $15,175.50 (Requested $54,500; Goal $20,000)       

   Mission (CMO): $26,668.50 (Goal $42,000)     

  Building Fund Balance: $77,721.17 
 

For God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7b    

Financial Report 

 Retirement 
    After 30 years of custodial service for  

    St. John church and school, Sandy Berndt  

    will be retiring as of June 30, 2021.  
 

A cake reception will be held between services (9am) on Sunday, June 27,    

in the fellowship hall. If you would like to thank Sandy for her years of         

service at St. John, a card box and gift basket will be located in the church 

narthex.   



April 13, 2021 Church Council Highlights  
 Roll Call:  Harland Walker, Ron Draeger, Steve Leistico, Don Gay, Dan Nelson, Terry Kuhl, Gary Duckert, Ryan 

Skalitzky, Mark Eternick, Pastor Esmay, and Pastor Adomeit.  
 

 Membership Changes In:  None    

 Membership Changes Out:  Bryanna Stout by transfer to WELS church in Clarksville, Kentucky.  

  Motion was made and seconded to accept change.  Motion carried. 
 

 Executive Board   

 A motion was made and seconded to open the fellowship hall for congregation members. Motion carried. 

 A motion was made and seconded to add CMO for $30,000 and Lakeside Lutheran High School Operating 

 for $20,000 to budget.  Motion carried.  Payments for both would be monthly if approved by voters at    

 annual meeting. 

 A motion was made and seconded to pay an additional $100,000 down on the fellowship hall loan using 

 monies out of building fund and to leave remaining monies in building fund account to pay for any           

 upcoming bills.  Motion carried. 
  

 Member Care Board    

 A motion was made and seconded to approve the new Time and Talent volunteer form. Motion carried. 

  

 Board of Christian Education   

 A motion was made and seconded to accept the MVO (Mission, Vision, and Objectives) statement Motion 

carried. 

 A motion was made and seconded to split the cost of updating the phone and internet system between 

church and school. Motion carried. 

 Kerri Esmay will be taking classes for state license. 

 Emily Brusenbach has two classes to finish for synod certification. 
 

 Properties Board – Presented blacktop proposal, Pioneer roofing is checking roof that attaches to gym,     

 bathrooms and back steps of school are being looked into and discussed flooring in classrooms. 
 

 Agenda Action Items:  

 Discussion on hiring 3K/4K teacher assistant.  A motion was made and seconded to honor the $14.00 per 

hour for 3K-4K teacher assistant. Motion carried.   

 Date for annual open forum was set for Sunday, June 13, 2021, between services.  

 A motion was made and seconded to approve rental of fellowship hall to Julie Wingate on June 12.         

Motion carried.  

Presidents Report 
 Welcome to our new members  Amy Brown, Ali Hotmar, and Carol Krueger.  On behalf of the church 

council we would like to thank God and all of you for your corporation during these challenging times of 

the Covid-19 epidemic. Our goal was to provide a safe and caring environment for everyone. It was     

decided at the April council meeting to keep doing these practices through June, which got us through 

the school year. On June 1, your council and pastors will have a meeting on how we will go forward  

since many have had the opportunity to be vaccinated and restrictions are lifting. Also, a thank you to all our    

teachers for providing our children with a Christian education and your dealings with Covid during this past year. We   

will continue to have two services on Sunday's throughout the summer months. Thanks to the outgoing council 

members, Gary Duckert, Ryan Skalitzky, Terry Kuhl, and Mike Koester (LLHS Board) for their dedication and service 

here at St John's.  I want to thank God, the council members, and all of you for the opportunity to be your president 

these past 6 years.  May the Lord continue to bless the work here at St. John's.  Enjoy your summer and be safe!       

 Harland Walker  



  



ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 
 

 

 413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594 
 

  WELS                                            Phone: 920-478-2707  
      

Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com E-mail: office@stjohnwaterloo.org 
 
 

      Pastor Chris Esmay Pastor Jim Adomeit  
 office: 920-478-2707   office:  920-478-2707   
 cell: 785-409-0634  home:  920-478-2436 
   cell: 920-463-0339 

 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
Providing full time Christian education grades 3K-12 

through our own Lutheran Elementary School and our  
association with Lakeside Lutheran High School 

 
 

Faculty 
 

Mark Eternick – Principal & 6-8         Allan Boeder –  3-5 
Tara Winecke – K-2  Kerri Esmay – 3K/4K 

Karla Haley – K and Departmentalized 

 

 

2020-2021 CHURCH COUNCIL AND BOARD MEMBERS 
  
 

 CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS: President - Harland Walker 920-478-2816 
           Cell 920-675-6455 
         Vice President - Ron Draeger 920-478-3868 
                                                           Treasurer - Steve Leistico 920-988-3557 
  Secretary - Don Gay 920-253-8775  
 

 MEMBER CARE BOARD: Chairman - Dan Nelson 608-658-2577   
  Member - Jim Riege 920-650-4079 
  Member - Pastor David Haeuser 414-323-3347 
 

 PROPERTIES BOARD: Chairman - Terry Kuhl 920-988-6053 
                                            Member - Jeff Sellnow 920-988-8845  
  Member - Bryan Lester 608-469-2314 
  Member - Jeff Holzhueter 920-478-2187 
  Member - Jarrett Kuhl 920-988-3782  
 

 MINISTRIES SUPPORT BOARD: Chairman - Gary Duckert 608-575-3134  
  Member - Eric Haley 920-988-8389  
  Member - Jonathan Schoemann 920-478-2722  
  

 BOARD OF EDUCATION: Chairman - Ryan Skalitzky 608-513-6515 
  Member - Tony Bosnak 608-206-7296 
  Member - Josh Lauersdorf 920-988-9318 
   

 LAKESIDE GENERAL BOARD:  - Mike Koester 920-478-9862 
   - Larry Holzhueter 920-285-3963 
 - Todd Schleef 920-285-4221 

http://www.stjohnwaterloo.com
mailto:office@stjohnwaterloo.org

