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Grace Overflows

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! Romans 5:15b

A Child is a Trust: God’s Before Yours
Being a father or mother is a lot like being a priest. It doesn’t matter if you’re Jewish, Christian, or
one of the “religious nones.” Whatever faith—or the lack thereof—parents affirm, they spend about
eighteen years conducting a profoundly influential worship service in the lives of their children.
Parenting is basically the liturgy of child-rearing.
Through tens of thousands of ordinary, daily interactions, moms and dads orient young hearts toward
a vision of what James K. A. Smith calls “the good life.” Parents show their children what to love,
what to desire, what matters most. This usually happens unconsciously. By example, practice, habit,
and speech, parents are saying to their children, “This is the good life. The fulfilling life. The life worth
living.”
In other words, parents teach their children what or who to love, to trust in, to rely upon to find
fulfillment in life.
That “who” or “what” is their G/god.
The question is not: should you choose your child's religion?
Rather, it’s this: which religion are you choosing for your child?
It may be one of the traditional faiths. Or it may be plastic religions such as The Next Big Thing or
iFaith.
The Religions on The Next Big Thing and iFaith
In the religion of The Next Big Thing, the sacraments are degrees, promotions, acquisitions, whatever
moves one along toward (what has been determined to be) the good life. If I get into this university,
I’ll finally be happy. If I make this much money, I’ll matter. If I marry this person, I’ll find contentment.
If I buy this house, I'll be important.
If The Next Big Thing in my life happens, I’ll able to justify my existence. I’ll be resurrected from a life
of boredom and discontent. I’ll mean something. I’ll be somebody. That’s what I love so that’s what
I pursue with my whole heart.
Continued on next page

This is the stuff of religion. It just goes by a different name.
Perhaps it’s the religion of iFaith. In this faith, what matters is saying something new, believing
something new, breaking religious barriers, rewriting creeds, moving beyond the dead doctrines
of dead people expressed in their dead rituals. In iFaith, the versions are constantly being
updated so you have to constantly be adapting. Whatever was cutting edge yesterday is dull
today. Whatever is new is better. If something is said in a way no one has said it before, it’s
probably true.
The good life in iFaith is found in being different, special, unique from others.
Whatever faith—or cocktails of faiths—parents embrace, we’re teaching our children to trust
that they will be fulfilled, find purpose and meaning, in something or someone. We are directing
the compass of their hearts toward certain loves.
We, like parental priests, are conducting the liturgy of child-rearing.
The Good Life of Christianity
So, first of all, let’s stop pretending that we’ll wait for our children to grow up so they can
choose their religion. Parents always choose their children’s religion. Without exception. It’s just
that, in some cases, this religion operates under a different name. It’s the vision of the good
life, the object of our loves, that Thing that will justify our existence.
Secondly, to speak directly to Christian parents, let’s cultivate an awareness of how we, as
parental priests, are conducting the daily, heart-shaping, love-directing liturgy in our homes.
If we take our kids to church on Sunday, then spend the other 6 ½ days around the altar of
Materialism and memorizing the chief parts of the catechism of iFaith, we don’t have to be a
prophet to foretell what their vision of the good life will be.
“Take up your cross and follow Me” will be replaced in your children’s lives by “Take up your
desires and pursue them.”
I realize we’re going to fail often at this. I certainly have. But even in our failures, there is the
opportunity for liturgical awareness. Children learn about confession and absolution most
vividly when their parents admit they’ve messed up, they need forgiveness, that they too live
by grace alone. They see in our home liturgy that forgiveness defines the good life, not punishment or revenge or self-justification. In many cases, the child becomes the priest, forgiving
moms and dads, as my own son and daughter have forgiven me.
Every act of parenting is a religious act. Every decision we make forms a tiny part of liturgy we
are conducting in the eighteen-year-long shaping of our children’s loves, trusts, and vision of
the good life.
As important as Sunday morning is, the life-shaping liturgy doesn’t end when we walk out the
church doors. It's only getting started.
Article by Chad Bird, 1517.org

Worship on
May 13,
at 7pm

Thinking of Others
Thank You to the St. John congregation for your support and encouragement during my recent hiatus
from church. I’m pleased to say that things are back on track. Praise be to God. Jim Riege
GoFundMe A GoFundMe account has been set up Dominic Schulz, son of Owen and Melissa Schulz.
Dominic is the grandson of Wanda Clarke and great grandson of Karen Clarke and the late
Melvin (Red) Schulz and the late John Clarke. Dominic’s sister, Autumn, is a 3K student at
St. John school. Dominic was born December 2020 prematurely at 34 weeks and 5 days. He is
in need of a bone marrow transplant. For the complete story or to contribute to the cost of
medical bills, visit: gofundme.com/f/schulz-family-split-apart-medical-bills. Please continue to
pray for answers, better health, and strength for Owen, Melissa, Autumn, and Dominic.

Quick Notes
Shut-In Worship Service will be held on Wednesday, May 5, at 3:30pm. Masks are required!
LWMS will meet on Tuesday, May 18, at 7pm in the fellowship hall.
Dorcas Society The ladies will be meeting at the Barrel Inn in Deansville for lunch at 12pm
on Wednesday, May 26. Following their luncheon, they will meet at church at 2pm for their
monthly meeting. The Dorcas Society is open to all confirmed ladies of the congregation and
they usually meet once a month. If you would like to participate or would like additional
information regarding Dorcas, please feel free to come to the luncheon and/or the meeting
on April 28.
Church Softball If interested in coed modified fast pitch softball, contact Armin Schwartz ASAP
at 920-342-6935.
Monthly News Articles for the June newsletter are due by May 17, 2021.

St. John School


May 27: St. John’s LES graduation/closing
service at 7pm. Grades K-8 sing.



May 28: Last day of school for St. John
students.

Confirmation
The following confirmands
will be confirmed on May 16:
Maddux Anacker
Remington Braun
Kyleigh Detert

Paige Lester
Allianna Schleef
Mara Skalitzky

St. John Confirmand Secret Pal
There are six young people being confirmed on Sunday, May 16. Their names
and pictures are posted on the back wall in the narthex. If you would like to
encourage any of these young confirmands in their faith by sending a birthday
card, holiday card, and notes of encouragement, please contact Diana Michi at
920-478-4934.

Retirement
After 30 years of custodial service for St. John church and school,
Sandy Berndt will be retiring as of June 30, 2021. Thank you Sandy
for using your God-given talents to serve St. John, your dedication,
endless hours of shoveling during our Wisconsin winters, and your
unselfish thoughtfulness helping others whenever and wherever it
was needed. You are a gem and will be truly missed. God bless you
on your next endeavor.

3K/4K Call Update!
Mrs. Emily Brusenbach has accepted the call to be our second
3K-4K teacher starting in the 2021-2022 school year. We are
grateful to the Lord for this gift to His church and school.

Financial Report
March 2021 Operating Fund
Income
Expenses
Deficit

$34,431.06
$50,762.42
$16,331.36

Year to Date March 2021
Income
Expenses
Surplus

$438,106.85
$404,689.56
$ 33,417.29

Year to Date March 2021
Lakeside Operating: $13,395.50 (Requested $54,500; Goal $20,000)
Mission (CMO): $24,519.50 (Goal $42,000)
Building Fund Balance: $195,786.08
For God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7b

Save The Dates!
 The annual open forum will be
held on Sunday, June 13, between
services, around 9am.
 The annual voters’ meeting will be
held on Sunday, June 27, at 7pm.

Tour Greece With Pastor Schmeling
Interested in visiting places of the ministry of Paul in Greece? I will be hosting a trip to Greece,
October 3-12, 2022. Here's the basic breakdown: 10 Day tour of Greece in the Footsteps of Paul,
visiting all of the important sites of Paul's ministry including a 3-night Greek Isle tour. The tour cost
includes everything: round trip quote is airfare (from Minneapolis), quality hotels, daily breakfast
and supper, tour coach, entrance fees into all sites, professional tour guide, all taxes & fees, all
tips. The only additional expenses are what you choose
to spend on items of interest, one cheap lunch each
day (about $10), and any after-hour "refreshments."
Cost: $3370 + $822 for taxes and tips = $4492 total.
Early Bird Savings...You can save up to $150 by
registering early, or $100 before October 2021. If you
have any questions, certainly feel free to give me a call
612-222-2050.

Twice is Nice
Shop: Look for some Mother’s Day gift ideas! Did you know the store sells outdoor plants each
spring? Stop in and check out the variety. Don't forget that green-tag items are 50% off the last
week of May. We’re easy-to-find and open Mondays-Saturdays from 10-4 PM: just a minute east
on the Hwy 18 exit off the 26 bypass at 907 W. Racine St., next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly.
Come check out the new spring/summer inventory!
Volunteer: We need more help! No expertise required, and the benefits are incredible, not only for
the students at Lakeside Lutheran but for the community at large, and not least of all, for you,
the volunteer! We are certainly an essential business,
according to the 15,733 customers who shopped with us
in the first 3 months of 2021. Please consider joining us in
this vital ministry. Join new volunteer, Kaleen Harris, who
took an orientation tour in April. We’re so happy to have
new (or re-newed) faces!
Donate: Keep those donations coming! Ring the doorbell behind
the store from 10-3:30 any day we are open. Questions?
Call 920-674-6868, ask for the day manager.

Luther Prep Presents
Luther Preparatory School Children’s Theater presents Itsy Bitsy:
Trial of an Eight-Legged Washout by Charlotte Nixon on Saturday,
May 1, at 7pm (Open House before performance at 5pm ) and
Sunday, May 2, at 4pm. All seats are General Admission in the
Luther Prep Auditorium. Ticket prices are $4 per person or $10
per family. No RSVPs needed.
Open House on Saturday includes a tour, a complimentary dinner
and free tickets to performance.
Email or call LPS ASAP! info@lps.wels.net or (920) 261-4352. Luther Prep is located at:
1300 Western Ave., Watertown, WI 53094. Visit their website at www.lps.wels.net.

CLASS OF 2021
Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and
your plans will succeed. Proverbs 16:3

Senior Recognition
High School
Lakeside Lutheran
Austin Haley

Marshall
Abby Skalitzky

Waterloo
Caden Baumann
Payge Dahlke
Addison Hensler
Savanna Kubly
Austin Rennhack
Joslyn Wolff

Wayland Academy
Hayden Masche´

Sunday, May 23, in both services!

St. John Grade School
Kyleigh Detert
Paige Lester
Allianna Schleef
Mara Skalitzky
The faculty and Board of Christian Education
would like to commend the eighth grade
class on their accomplishments here at
St. John and wish them God’s blessings as
they continue their education. May you
always remember the love of the Lord Jesus
as you were taught at St. John.

Seek his will in all you do and he
will show you which path to take.
Proverbs 3:6

March 9, 2021 Church Council Highlights
Roll Call: Harland Walker, Steve Leistico, Don Gay, Dan Nelson, Terry Kuhl, Gary Duckert,
Ryan Skalitzky, Mark Eternick, Pastor Esmay, and Pastor Adomeit.
Membership Changes In: Norman & Susan Peck by transfer from St. John, Waterloo (Newville)
Gavin Peck by transfer from St. John, Waterloo (Newville)
Membership Changes Out: None
Executive Board: Discussed Shepherd’s Plan - No action at this time. Discussed Lakeside and CMO
goals for budget. Discussed mortgage payments on fellowship hall loan. A motion was made and
seconded to table mortgage payment discussion for now. Motion carried.
Member Care Board: Church council agreed to have the living tomb since it is held outside with few
people involved at one time. Discussed ushers and greeters. As of now, start on September 1.
Board of Christian Education: Discussed volleyball coaches, another 3K/4K classroom, grant for milk
cooler, etc. Discussed adding another 3K/4K teacher. Director Kerri Esmay joined us for discussion.
A motion was made and seconded to call an additional 3K/4K teacher. Motion carried. Voters’
meeting set for Sunday, March 28, 2021 following late service (11:30am). This will allow: Our call for
kindergarten teacher to be settled, whether or not congregation approves to call another 3K/4K
teacher, and if approved by congregation, a call will be extended for an additional 3K/4K teacher at
this time.
Principals Report: Discussed keys and fobs for new fellowship hall. At present time, we will stay with fobs
and not give out new master keys or duplicates.
Properties Board: Custodian Sandra Berndt will be retiring as of June 30, 2021. Discussed requirements
of new custodian. Committee will be set up with Sandy. Downspout modifications cost is $2,500.
Cost for school carpet and vinyl is $9,000. It was decided we didn’t need congregational approval
because one classroom was supposed to be completed last year, but was not due to Covid-19, and
one classroom was to be completed this year. However, congregation will be informed at next
meeting. Church carpet cleaning will be done on March 22, 2021. Discussed school restroom
renovation and garbage collection. A motion was made and seconded to stay with our present trash
removal company, GFL (Green for Life). Motion carried. Discussed bill we received for water
softener salt for the new softener located in the lower level of school. At present, monies to come
out of school hot lunch program.
Ministry Support Board: New hymnals are coming out in 2022. St. John may have involvement with the
July 4th activities.
Agenda Action Items:
 A motion was made and seconded to remove Pricilla Moll’s name and add Elaine Baumann’s
name as check signer on the Dorcas checking account and savings account Motion carried.


A motion was made and seconded to approve the Free Will Offering for New Beginnings to be
held on May 9, 2021. Motion carried.

The next regular meeting is on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 6pm.

2020-2021 CHURCH COUNCIL AND BOARD MEMBERS
CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS:

President

- Harland Walker

Vice President - Ron Draeger
Treasurer
- Steve Leistico
Secretary
- Don Gay

920-478-2816
Cell 920-675-6455
920-478-3868
920-988-3557
920-253-8775

MEMBER CARE BOARD:

Chairman
Member
Member

- Dan Nelson
608-658-2577
- Jim Riege
920-650-4079
- Pastor David Haeuser 414-323-3347

PROPERTIES BOARD:

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member

-

MINISTRIES SUPPORT BOARD:

Chairman
Member
Member

- Gary Duckert
608-575-3134
- Eric Haley
920-988-8389
- Jonathan Schoemann 920-478-2722

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

Chairman
Member
Member

- Ryan Skalitzky
- Tony Bosnak
- Josh Lauersdorf

608-513-6515
608-206-7296
920-988-9318

- Mike Koester
- Larry Holzhueter
- Todd Schleef

920-478-9862
920-285-3963
920-285-4221

LAKESIDE GENERAL BOARD:

Terry Kuhl
Jeff Sellnow
Bryan Lester
Jeff Holzhueter
Jarrett Kuhl

920-988-6053
920-988-8845
608-469-2314
920-478-2187
920-988-3782

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL
WELS

413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594
Phone: 920-478-2707

Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com

E-mail: office@stjohnwaterloo.org

Pastor Chris Esmay
office: 920-478-2707
cell: 785-409-0634

Pastor Jim Adomeit
office: 920-478-2707
home: 920-478-2436
cell: 920-463-0339

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
Providing full time Christian education grades 3K-12
through our own Lutheran Elementary School and our
association with Lakeside Lutheran High School

Faculty
Mark Eternick – Principal & 6-8
Allan Boeder – 3-5
Tara Winecke – K-2
Kerri Esmay – 3K/4K
Karla Haley – K and Departmentalized

