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Tapping Snake Cages (Genesis 3:15)  
 By Chad Bird 

 

All it took was a quick tap on the wire cage. Though the back of my cousin's hand touched that      

mesh for but an instant, an instant was all the rattlesnake required. He exploded from his coil, struck,        

inserted the fangs, injected the venom—all in a split second. As my cousin stared dumbfounded at his 

hand, two telltale red marks, like glowing crimson eyes, gloated on his teenage skin. Rapidly, the      

poison did what poison does; it spread. Over the next few hours, his hand and his arm expanded like   

a balloon. Finally, in a last ditch effort to prevent his skin from bursting, the doctors eased some of the 

pressure by cutting into his skin. He lived, but those knife lines on his hand, years later, remained as 

scars to remind him that the mouths of snakes have a storied history of wreaking havoc amidst        

humanity. Of course, tapping the cage was  foolhardy. But my cousin didn’t roll out of bed that morning 

with the intent to do something that would send poison coursing through his veins. Not every             

disastrous decision is premeditated. But consequences couldn't care less about whether you planned 

your action or not. They simply follow. And like snakes, opportunities for evil are fat with poison, coiled, 

and ready to strike. 

 

We’ve all tapped our hands against snake cages of one variety or another. 

 

You really didn't want that last beer but, hey, your buddy was buying and what harm could one more 

drink do anyway. And you knew you shouldn’t drive but it was late and you needed to get home. And 

you didn't see the stop sign. And you didn't see the mom with her two-year-old son in the back seat.  

But now, every day, every night, replayed over and over in your mind, you see the flashing lights and 

hear the screams. 

 

The bills kept piling up, your husband got laid off last month, and the kids kept getting sick, kept   

needing more visits to the doctor. And when you got to your second job that evening, there was some 

loose cash just lying there on the edge of the desk. And you didn’t take much, just enough to help at 

home. And you planned to repay it when you got back on your feet. And you didn’t see the other        

employee watching you from across the store as you slipped it into your pocket. 

 

You didn’t run out of the room, Joseph-like, when things got out of hand and the woman came onto 

you. You didn’t think about the fact that one little lie would require ten more lies which would demand 

a hundred more lies—all to cover for the first one. You didn’t plan to try drugs at the party. 

 

Continued on next page 

Grace Overflows  

A P R I L ,  2 0 2 1  

It is even more certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many!  Romans 5:15b 



  

Tapping Snake Cages continued 

 

You didn’t wake up any of these mornings and think to yourself, “Today, I’ll tap my hand against a 

snake cage. I’ll drink too much and take a life, steal and wind up in jail, have an affair, lie, do drugs. I’ll 

give that snake, coiled and ready, the opportunity he needs to strike at my heart, inject his poison, and 

send my life downward toward death.” But planned or not, premeditated or not, it happened. And now 

you find yourself full of a venom and in dire need of an antidote. 

 

I’ve been there, more than once, and felt the venom choking out the life within me. I made the same 

excuses you’ve probably made yourself. Initially you blame it on others. You blame it on circumstances 

supposedly outside your control. Maybe you even blame God. But eventually you face the fact that 

there’s no one to blame but the person who tapped the snake cage.  Premeditated or not, you and only 

you invited this venom into your body, this evil percolating in your soul, and now you don’t know where 

to turn. 

 

Let me tell you about someone who suffered from a snakebite as well. Only he didn’t tap the cage. 

With full premeditation, knowing exactly what was about to happen, he slid off his shoe, shoved his 

foot in the face of an uncaged snake, and let that serpent strike his heel. Not only that, he held it there 

and let the snake strike again and again and yet again, until every drop of venom passed from that  

serpent into his heel, into his body. It worked its way upward, through his calf to his thigh to his         

abdomen to his chest and finally to his head. His whole body pulsed with poison. Indeed, he became 

so fat with venom it seemed he would burst. And just at the last moment, before death finally came,  

he raised his foot as high as the heavens, and slammed down his heel upon the head of the snake. He 

crushed that serpentine skull beneath his stricken heel. And, his mission accomplished, he collapsed 

in death. The snake slayer died, and the snake and all its poison died with him. 

 

Long ago, when evil first made its appearance in this world, God promised this snake slayer. He     

promised Eve that one of her seed would crush the head of the serpent, even as the serpent would 

strike his heel (Genesis 3:15). And the Lord stood behind that promise. When Christ Jesus came, he 

shoved his foot in the face of the coiled devil. As the nails pierced his hand and feet, the fangs of your 

sin, your death, your evil pierced his heel. Every drop of venom that could harm you passed from you to 

him. What’s more, he put his mouth upon all those spots where the snake has struck you and sucked 

out every bit of the poison from your body. He made your sins his own. Your lies and your lust, your 

murder and your theft, everything. And when he cried out, “It is finished,” evil was finished, too. Your 

sin was finished. In death he crushed the head of evil, he smashed your sins into oblivion. They are    

no more. 

 

It is to him we turn for the cure. He is the antidote. In Christ Jesus you will find no accuser, only  a     

forgiver. In this snake slayer, you will find the one who gives you only life. He who sucked away all your 

poison will pour into you the blessed liquid of peace and absolution. He is lifted up on the cross to lift 

you up to himself. You die there with him and rise with him to newness of life. You are a new person in 

him who makes all things new. 

 

For God loved the world, he loved you, in this way: He sent his Son to slay the serpent, to suck away all 

the venom from your veins, and to fill your veins with his pure and holy blood, that you may not perish 

but have everlasting life. 
 

 



Easter Worship 
April 4 

 6:30am Easter Sunrise service - Senior choir sings 

 No Easter breakfast this year 

 9:00am Easter Service - Senior choir sings 

 

 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.  Matthew 28:6 

Thank You 

 Dear St. John, I would like to take a moment to thank you for graciously supporting me in my studies at 

Martin Luther College. I greatly appreciate the financial support you have given me as well as all of your 

loving conversations and encouraging words. I am truly thankful for these things!   Samantha Kohls  
  
 Dear Members of St. John, Thank you very much for the scholarship money you have given me to help 

with my education at MLC. I am very grateful for the opportunity to be at MLC to not only learn about    

becoming a teacher, but also to learn more about the only thing that truly matters, our Savior. The one 

who loves us more than anyone else can and gives us everything and more even though we have nothing 

to offer in return. I am very excited to be able to share this truth of our Savior with his little lambs in the 

future, so thank you for helping me in being able to do so. To God be the glory,  Hannah Esmay 

 

Accreditation St John is working toward accreditation. The aim of this labor intensive process is born of  

God's labor intensive effort to better us. The accreditation process works to identify and build on   

strengths as well as identify and address weaknesses. With the goal and to the end we are better 

equipped to work better in a way that better reflects the Beautiful Truth that established this church     

and school. If you would like to help in any way please contact Pastor Esmay (chrisesmay@gmail.com or 

text/call 785-409-0634). 

Thinking of Others 

Quick Notes 
Shut-In Worship Service   

 Wednesday, April 6, at 3:30pm. Masks are required!  Questions? Contact Pastor Adomeit.  
 

LWMS 
 Will meet on Tuesday, April 20, at 7pm. The meeting will be held in the fellowship hall. 

 The LWMS Capitol circuit spring rally will be Saturday, April 17.  St. Paul’s Lutheran in Lake Mills is 

hosting. The rally will begin at 9am.  Pastor Keith Free, CMM-Home Missions, will present the         

mission topic “ Summer Student Assistants”. 
 

Dorcas Society 
 Will meet on Wednesday, April 28, at 2pm in the fellowship hall. 

 

Church Softball 
 If interested in coed modified fast pitch softball, contact Armin Schwartz ASAP at 920-342-6935. 



St. John School 
Now Enrolling! 

 We are currently enrolling students in grades 3K-8 for the 2021-22 school year.  Please contact 

the office at 920-478-2707 to schedule a tour and/or to receive additional information.  

 

Singing 

 3K-4K will sing at church on Sunday, April 18, at 10:30am. 

 Grades K-8 will sing at church on Sunday, April 25, at 10:30am.  

 

No School 

 There is no school on Good Friday, April 2, and Easter Monday, April 5.   

 

LLHS Fine Arts Fair  

 Please note: The following Fine Arts Fair activities are virtual this year:  

 Lakeside Lutheran High School Fine Arts Fair will be held on Saturday, April 17. 

 On Sunday, April 18, Lakeside’s Fine Arts Fair concerts are at 1:30pm and 4pm.   

Kindergarten Call Update! 
  

Thank you, Lord that Mrs. Mary Dorn has accepted our call for the    

Kindergarten teacher starting in the 2021-2022 school year.  We   

are grateful to the Lord for this gift to His church and school. 

As we near the month of April and tax season is upon us, we encourage you to look into the WPCP 

(Wisconsin  Parental Choice Program.)  This is a state funded program that pays tuition for any family 

whose AGI (Adjusted Gross Income) is below 220% of Federal Poverty.  To see if you might qualify, you 

need to look at your AGI on your 2020 Federal Tax return. Registration deadline for the WPCP program 

is April 15 and there are no exceptions!  If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Eternick.  

Urgent - WPCP Deadline Approaching! 



   February 2021 Operating Fund        Year to Date February 2021 
 

Income $41,526.20    Income    $403,675.79 

Expenses $44,234.86    Expenses    $353,927.14 

Deficit $  2,708.66     Surplus    $  49,748.65  
 

 

   Year to Date February 2021 
 

    Lakeside Operating: $11781.50 (Requested $54,500; Goal $20,000)       

   Mission (CMO): $21,295.50 (Goal $42,000)     

  Building Fund Balance: $203,731.07 
 

For God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7b 

Financial Report 

Twice is Nice 
Shop: Spring/summer clothes have been on the sales floor since end of March! It’s time to get    

serious (and by that, get some serious bargains) toward an updated warm weather wardrobe.   

We’re easy-to-find and open Mondays-Saturdays from 10-4 PM: just a minute east on the Hwy 18 

exit off the 26 bypass at 907 W. Racine St., next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly. 
 

Volunteer: Talk to someone you recognize from the following list and ask how easy and fun it is to 

help. No expertise required. Thank you to recent volunteers, including Lakeside students LLHS   

students Grace Cook with parents Andrew and Annmarie (Holy Trinity, Okauchee), Julia Schauer 

and mom Tami (St. John, Watertown) as well as Michelle Hilbelink (St. Paul, Lake Mills), Catherine 

Monaghan (North Point online), and Linda Travis (St. Luke, Watertown).   
 

Donate! Done with spring cleaning? Bring donations to the door on    

the backside of the store from 10-3:30 any day we are open.           

Questions?  Call 920-674-6868, ask for the day manager. 

 

 

Welcome to our new members Norman and Susan Peck and Gavin Peck by 

transfer.  
 

Thank you to our preschool assistant, Katie Musser, for her time and dedication 

while she served us here. Wishing her all the best on her new endeavor.  
 

Thank you for your continued gifts and support for the fellowship addition.  
 

                         HAVE A BLESSED EASTER! 

         Harland Walker   

President’s Report 



Church Council Highlights 
for February 9, 2021 

Roll Call: Harland Walker, Ron Draeger, Steve Leistico, Don Gay, Dan Nelson, Terry Kuhl,           

Gary Duckert, Ryan Skalitzky, Mark Eternick and Pastor Adomeit.  
 

President’s Report: President Walker asked that if anyone notices any problems with the            

fellowship hall to please notify him. 
 

Pastors Reports:  

 Membership Changes In: None 

 Membership Changes Out: None 
 

Executive Board: 

 Discussed window cleaning.  Windows will be cleaned once a year unless it needs to be 

done more often.  Monies to come out of property board budget. 

 Decorating committee should be in charge of furnishings in new fellowship hall. 

 Discussed final costs of new fellowship hall and possible mortgage monthly loan interest  

per month. 

 A motion was made and seconded to take out a loan for $1,700,000.00 and use available 

funds of $850,000.00 to pay half of loan with remaining monies to be put in building fund 

to be used as needed.  Motion carried. 
 

Board of Christian Education:  

 Discussed whether we will need a second 3K-4K teacher and when would we need to make 

this Call. 
 

Properties Board:  

 Presented a list of recommended repairs around school.  Not all to be done at present.   

 Reported on the water softeners; buying or renting. A motion was made and seconded to   

go with Culligan for leasing two water softeners and they provide the salt. Motion carried.   

 Church carpet cleaning will be held off until before Easter. 
 

Ministry Support Board:  

 Will have communion on Ash Wednesday. 

 Discussed the new hymnals. 

 Council decided not to have Easter breakfast this year. 
 

Action Item: 

 Approved free will offering on February 28 for Waterloo/Marshall Food Pantry. 

 Approved free will offering on March 7 for LLHS A Cappella Choir. 

 A motion was made and seconded to renew Hometown news ad for church. Motion carried. 

 A motion was made and seconded to approve matching funds for $1,000 for students who 

will be attending MLC in the fall.  Motion carried. 

 A motion was made and seconded to have Power Church Plus online. Motion carried.  

 

The next regular meeting is on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 6pm.   



ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 
 

 

 413 E. Madison St., Waterloo, WI 53594 
 

  WELS                                            Phone: 920-478-2707  
      

Website: www.stjohnwaterloo.com E-mail: office@stjohnwaterloo.org 
 
 

      Pastor Chris Esmay Pastor Jim Adomeit  
 office: 920-478-2707   office:  920-478-2707   
 cell: 785-409-0634  home:  920-478-2436 
   cell: 920-463-0339 

 

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
Providing full time Christian education grades 3K-12 

through our own Lutheran Elementary School and our  
association with Lakeside Lutheran High School 

 
 

Faculty 
 

Mark Eternick – Principal & 6-8         Allan Boeder –  3-5 
Tara Winecke – K-2  Kerri Esmay – 3K/4K 

Karla Haley – K and Departmentalized 

 

 

2020-2021 CHURCH COUNCIL AND BOARD MEMBERS 
  
 

 CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS: President - Harland Walker 920-478-2816 
           Cell 920-675-6455 
         Vice President - Ron Draeger 920-478-3868 
                                                           Treasurer - Steve Leistico 920-988-3557 
  Secretary - Don Gay 920-253-8775  
 

 MEMBER CARE BOARD: Chairman - Dan Nelson 608-658-2577   
  Member - Jim Riege 920-650-4079 
  Member - Pastor David Haeuser 414-323-3347 
 

 PROPERTIES BOARD: Chairman - Terry Kuhl 920-988-6053 
                                            Member - Jeff Sellnow 920-988-8845  
  Member - Bryan Lester 608-469-2314 
  Member - Jeff Holzhueter 920-478-2187 
  Member - Jarrett Kuhl 920-988-3782  
 

 MINISTRIES SUPPORT BOARD: Chairman - Gary Duckert 608-575-3134  
  Member - Eric Haley 920-988-8389  
  Member - Jonathan Schoemann 920-478-2722  
  

 BOARD OF EDUCATION: Chairman - Ryan Skalitzky 608-513-6515 
  Member - Tony Bosnak 608-206-7296 
  Member - Josh Lauersdorf 920-988-9318 
   

 LAKESIDE GENERAL BOARD:  - Mike Koester 920-478-9862 
   - Larry Holzhueter 920-285-3963 
 - Todd Schleef 920-285-4221 

http://www.stjohnwaterloo.com
mailto:office@stjohnwaterloo.org

