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Grace Overflows

It is even more ceruain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesvs Christ, overflowed to the many! Romans 5:15b

God’s Not Worried About The Election
Coming off an election that perhaps weighed more heavily on heads and hearts than previous ones, I share the following article
written prior to the election as the language will show. The biblical truths shared are helpful going forward. The title:
God’s not worried about the election
Whatever happens in Tuesday’s presidential election, I can tell you one thing for sure: God’s not worried about it.
So, dear Christian, why are you?
But if Biden wins, you say…
But if Trump wins, you say…
―But if.‖ Do you, even for a fleeting moment, imagine that this is God’s first rodeo? Do you honestly think Jesus’s blood pressure
has risen a mere one half of one percent during this election cycle?
Tell me something.
Where were you when God laid the foundations of the earth?
Tell me, if you have this figured out.
Who determined the world’s measurements—surely you know!
Who shut in the sea with its doors when it burst out from the womb?
Who hung the stars in their celestial canopy?
Who causes the sun to rise, the moon to wax and wane?
Let me know, you all-wise mortal.
When the Egyptian warriors, with eyes of flame and chariots screaming, ran like roaring lions toward the people of God at the
Red Sea, did God flip out? Did he lose sleep that night, wondering how he could possibly use this situation for good?
When the Babylonian army, sprayed with the blood of thousands slain, trampled the holy city underfoot, spit in the face of the
Holy of Holies, and led God’s people in chains to a land not their own, was God worried? Did he have his Ivy League angels
working overtime, trying to figure out how he could possibly cause even this situation to work out for good?
But 2020 is different, you say. How? Tell me.
Has the Creator of heaven and earth changed?
Has the might of the Lord of lords atrophied?
Has he who walked upon the water now sunk?
Has Daniel’s lion tamer retired and moved to Florida?
God’s not worried about the election. He’s bigger and he’s better than that.
Should Biden win, all shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well.
Should Trump win, all shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well.
You know why? Because Christ is risen and is seated at the right hand of God.
No particle of dust lands on your phone screen without his knowledge.
No hair from your head falls onto the bathroom counter without him counting it.
God has the whole world in his nail-scarred hands. And he has you.
May things get worse? Sure.
May they get better? Sure.
Whatever happens on Tuesday, Tuesday will still be a day when Christ is risen. Your sins will still be forgiven. Your life will still
be redeemed. Death will still be conquered.
Cast your vote with an air of bold and defiant levity. Don’t take yourself, or this election, so seriously. No string of unfortunate
events can stop Christ's beating heart of mercy. No politician can un-Easter our Lord.
We preach Christ crucified and risen for you. For you. For you. It’ll all been done on your behalf.
Lift up your head and laugh, dear Christian, for the grave is empty. Jesus lives and reigns. And nothing will dampen, becloud, or
stop that best of news.
Article by Chad Bird, 1517.org

New Fellowship Hall Update!
The building committee can’t wait for the congregation to see our new addition. After what seems
like forever, a ton of meetings and discussions, we’re hoping you’re as excited as we are to be able
to start using the new space.
As time goes forward, we are sure there will be things we could use or we will realize we need. For
now, we have the start of a list for anyone that wants to help us beautify and furnish the fellowship
hall and offices. Hopefully by pooling our resources, we can have an addition that enhances our
fellowship together in Christ.
Through recent memorials and one of our active church organizations, we have been able to
purchase the kitchen appliances and a couple higher tables for our entryway. We have also been
fortunate to have received a baby grand piano and a restored church pew from the old church. We
are truly grateful for these gifts.
The following is a list of other items we are looking to purchase in the near future. We do not have
prices for some of the items on the list and others are approximate. It’s hard to get specific before
we have additional funds available to place the orders.














Small seating group(s) - $300 each
Hard wired coffee maker - $1,800
Small refrigerator for coffee area - $200
Dining table and chairs
Audio/Visual equipment
New phone system
Flat screen TV’s - $800/$900 each
Church library shelving
Church library ceiling (acoustical tile & LED lighting) - $600
3 Built in shelving units for administrative offices - approximately $12,000
Printer for new offices - $450
New drop ceiling in meeting room a/k/a library off of gym (acoustical tile & LED lighting) - $4,200
Electric heater in gym entryway - To Be Determined

For anyone wanting to make a contribution toward the purchase of the items listed above, you can
make that contribution to the building fund. We will do our absolute best to furnish this new
addition with your help, but still be good stewards of what God has blessed us with.
We have been truly blessed at St. John, even during this trying time. Hopefully we will be able to join
together in fellowship soon and enjoy our beautiful new addition. God has truly been good to us!
Let’s pray that this new space inspires us to grow and reach out to others to join our fellowship
with Christ.
Yours in Christ,
St. John Building Committee

Quick Notes
December Holiday Schedule
 Christmas Eve Services: 24 @ 2pm, 4pm, and 7pm
(Please sign up by using the sign-up sheet located in the
church narthex or by calling the office indicating which
service and how many will be attending.)
 Christmas Day Service: 25 @ 9am (Senior Choir Sings)
 New Years Eve Service: 31@ 7pm
 January 1st: No Worship Service
January Newsletter Deadline: Friday, December 11, 2020

St. John School
December 4: 2nd Quarter Mid-Term ends
December 9: 3-8 Mid-Term reports sent home
December 13: Junior Choir sings at church at 8am
December 22: Group Picture Day
December 23: 3K-8 Super Hero & Ugly Sweater Day!
December 24-January 3 No School (Christmas Break!)
January 4, 2021: School resumes at 8am!

Twice isis Nice
Nice
Twice
Shop: 50% off on all Christmas items begins Monday, December 14
through Wednesday, December 23, 2020. 75% off Christmas items
begins Saturday, December 26 through Wednesday, December 30.
We’re easy-to-find and open Mondays-Saturdays from 10am-4pm: just a minute east on the
Hwy 18 exit off the 26 bypass at 907 W. Racine St., next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly.
(Note that the store will be closed Dec. 24-25 and Dec. 31-Jan. 1.)
Volunteer: We welcome new volunteers Micah Haar, Katie Stuebs (St. Paul, Lake Mills) and the
Tom & Sarah Horn family with Emma, Leah and Hannah (St. Luke, Watertown). We also
welcome back Jan Arndt (St. John, Jefferson). Join the crew! Could you donate a Saturday a
month, or is yours a congregation who could provide a team volunteer one Saturday a month?
We need 2-person crews to work the back door receiving donations on Saturdays starting at
10am. Or, are you computer savvy enough to help with marketing items for us online or
checking inventory to see if it is on a recall list? These are jobs that could be done from
home. Call 920-674-6868, ask for the day manager. What a great way to start 2021 with
volunteering time for a vital ministry!

LWMS

Christmas Gifts

LWMS will meet at 7pm on
December 15 in church. We
will decide on our special
Christmas mission during the
meeting. Please also bring a new
Christmas card to the meeting.

It’s not too early to start thinking of
Christmas! LWMS still has copies of the
150th anniversary cookbook available. If
you would like one, contact the church
office or Ann Weber at 478-9500. The
cost is $10.

A Gift for Christmas
A Video History of St. John’s Waterloo 1867-2017
This DVD set of two discs was produced for St.
John’s 150th anniversary in 2017. Learn about our
congregation’s unique God-guided story told with
the help of many historic pictures from years past
and recent – even a silent movie clip from 1938.
Church members and Waterloo people will find
themselves included in the presentation.
These are the chapters on DISC ONE: a) Early history of Waterloo; b) Arrival of German
Lutheran immigrants c) When H.C. Nitz was pastor; d) The pastorates of Essmann and Wilsmann.
DISC TWO: a) Participation in the Local Community; b) When Pastor Schmeling was here; c) The
time of Pastor Runke; d) Since Pastor Adomeit came; e) The Year-long Celebration. The video
concludes with plans for the proposed fellowship hall addition.
This set of two DVDs is available for Christmas shoppers in the church office during hours. A $10.00
donation is suggested ($15 if mailed). All proceeds go to the new fellowship hall Building Fund. Enjoy
hours of informative movie while relaxing at home. Say ―Merry Christmas‖ with this gift. Thanks for
your contribution!

Christmas Neighbors
The Jefferson County Christmas Neighbors Program has tried to connect with the low-income families
within the county so that their children might enjoy gifts and food for the Christmas holidays. You may
choose the Toy Program or the Adopt-a-Family program. This program is only for Jefferson County
residents. Gift cards instead of toys will be offered due to Covid-19 this year. For additional information, please see the complete letter published in our November monthly newsletter on our website.
You can call their office, M-F, at 920-674-4499 by December 7 to enroll in the program.

Shut-In Worship Services

Financial Report

Our next shut-in worship service is Wednesday,
December 2, at 3:30pm. Masks are required! If you
have any questions, please contact Pastor Adomeit.

October 2020 Operating Fund
Income
$22,085.05
Expenses $42,176.01
Deficit - $20,090.96

Year to Date October 2020
Income
$130,850.98
Expenses $169,256.01
Deficit - $ 38,405.03

Lakeside Operating - $5,111.50
Mission (CMO) - $9,475.50
Building Fund - $19,767.45
For God loves a
cheerful giver.
2 Cor. 9:7b

October Church Council Highlights


Roll Call: Harland Walker, Ron Draeger, Steve Leistico, Don Gay, Dan Nelson, Terry Kuhl,
Gary Duckert, Ryan Skalitzky, Jim Riege, Mark Eternick, Pastor Esmay, and Pastor Adomeit.




Membership Changes In: John & Lisa Skalitzky and children, Abby and Amber
Membership Changes Out: None



A motion was made and seconded to accept the audit reports for the School Hot Lunch
Program and the Church and School financial statements and books for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2020 completed on October 12, 2020. Motion carried.



A motion was made and seconded that the church council backs the decision of the Board of
Education’s recommendation on accreditation and Wisconsin Choice Act 59. Motion carried.



Agenda Action Item:
 A motion was made and seconded to renew the ―Forward in Christ‖ subscription for 25.
Motion carried. Total annual cost: $285.00.



Next meeting is November 10, 2020 at 6pm.

Presidents Report
Welcome to our new members Ellyn Riddle and Thomas & Theresa Jaeger.
Due to the pandemic, there will be 3 services on Christmas Eve this year at 2pm, 4pm, and 7pm. A
sign up sheet is located in the church narthex for you to sign the number of family members that
plan to attend and which service. This is to follow the social distancing practices at these times set by
state officials. Thank you all for continuing to help make our services a safe environment during these
Covid times.
Our fellowship hall is in the final stages and will be completed the middle of the month. Thanks to
our Lord who provided us with good craftsmen and weather throughout the project. Thanks also for
your continued financial support.
Have a Blessed Christmas,
Harland Walker

2020-2021 CHURCH COUNCIL AND BOARD MEMBERS
CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS:

President

- Harland Walker

Vice President - Ron Draeger
Treasurer
- Steve Leistico
Secretary
- Don Gay

920-478-2816
Cell 920-675-6455
920-478-3868
920-988-3557
920-253-8775

MEMBER CARE BOARD:

Chairman
Member
Member

- Dan Nelson
608-658-2577
- Jim Riege
920-650-4079
- Pastor David Haeuser 414-323-3347

PROPERTIES BOARD:

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member

-

MINISTRIES SUPPORT BOARD:

Chairman
Member
Member

- Gary Duckert
608-575-3134
- Eric Haley
920-988-8389
- Jonathan Schoemann 920-478-2722

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

Chairman
Member
Member

- Ryan Skalitzky
- Tony Bosnak
- Josh Lauersdorf

608-513-6515
608-206-7296
920-988-9318

- Mike Koester
- Larry Holzhueter
- Todd Schleef

920-478-9862
920-285-3963
920-285-4221

LAKESIDE GENERAL BOARD:

Terry Kuhl
Jeff Sellnow
Bryan Lester
Jeff Holzhueter
Jarrett Kuhl

920-988-6053
920-988-8845
608-469-2314
920-478-2187
920-988-3782

